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CAUTIONS TO NONCONFORMISTS. 


WE have much satisfaction in laying before our readers the second of a 
series of papers on the great subject which, at the present more than at 
any former period, agitates the public mind. By no section of the Dis- 
senting interest are the great principles of civil and religious liberty 
better understood, and by none in times past have they been more 
strenuously defended, than by Baptists. Who more eloquently pleaded 
for them in his writings than John Milton? Who more patiently and man- 
fully suffered for them than John Bunyan? And they were both Baptists. 
Nor is our denomination unmindful of its duty at the present juncture. 
Our ministerial brethren and respected laymen throughout the country 
are, we believe, taking part in all the public measures relating to the 
subject. They are at their posts; and they will find us at ours. We 
must watch with a close observation, but yet with a generous because 
merited confidence, the movements of the Government. The nation is in 
long arrears to the Protestant Dissenters; and what is now proposed to 
be done for them, can only be received as in part payment. We are not 
to compromise our full demand. It is not to be concealed, that we con- 
sider the union of church and state to be the foundation of all our wrongs. 
Out of this root all our grievances have grown; and though these 
grievances be redressed, as far as our present liberal ministry can redress 
them, we state plainly, that nothing short of an entire severance of things 
ecclesiastical from things civil can give us satisfaction. We do not affect 
to hide our real sentiments. We make a surrender, no, not of one jot of 
that precious liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. His kingdom 
knows nothing of compulsion, or of a state church. Every concession we 
gain must and will be used by us only as a vantage-ground, from which 
to achieve further victories, till all religious sects are left upon equal 
terms, and Christianity, purged from every earthly adhesion, be left to 
run her race of glorious and triumphant benevolence through the world— 


unfettered, unaided, and alone. EDITOR, 
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with the polity of the state was a 
sure road to positive abomina- 
tions more flagrant than could 
proceed from any other source. 
Before the eventful days of Con- 
stantine, the church had declined 
considerably from the paths of 
truth and purity; but then, the 
only barrier against entire cor- 
ruption was taken away, and that 
wicked one, the man of sin, was 
revealed, who, by signs and lying 
wonders, deceived the nations, 
and trampled on the authority of 
God. So strong were the fetters 
of this delusion at the epoch of 
the Reformation, when many of 
the errors and sins of Antichrist 
were laid open, that there was a 
tenacious clinging to secular forms 
of Christianity ; and this, in par- 
ticular, prevented the purification 
of the church, by keeping in ex- 
istence many palpable evils in- 
separable from a union of church 
and state. There were a few 
persons in the intermediate times 
from Constantine to Luther, who 
saw into the dark ‘‘chambers of 
imagery,” which the Antichris- 
tian church had framed and fur- 
nished, and they loathed the dis- 
mal sight; but the world won- 
dered after the beast, and was made 
drunk by the cup of the spiritual 
adulteress whom the beast car- 
vied; Ezek. viii. 12; Rev. xvii. 
4; xviii. 3. 

Since the Reformation, the re- 
tention of secular forms of Chris- 
tianity has been the principal 
means of maintaining the odious 
corruptions of Antichrist, and so 
long asthese forms remain, the cor- 
ruptions, to a grievous extent, will 
remain also. To demonstrate the 
truth of this, we need not travel 
out of the British empire. En- 
gland, Scotland, and Ireland 
afford ample proofs, that nothing 
but the abolition of the unholy 
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alliance of church and state will 
effectually purge away the filth of 
those carnal abominations which 
defile the nature, and disfigure 
the beauty, of the Christian re- 
ligion. Corrective legislation may 
lop off a few rotten branches too 
unsightly to be kept in view; but 
the axe must be laid to the 
root of the tree, to dissolve the 
alliance completely, and then 
the work will be done. It 
is matter of real gratitude, that 
Britain is beginning to shake off 
the stupor of supineness, relative 
to the unrighteousness practised 
in these realms by the religious 
establishments connected with the 
state. As knowledge grows, every 
year must witness a growing 
power in the objections so justly 
entertained against them, until 
their deadly influence is swept 
for ever from the land. 

I have a strong wish to present 
to the Baptist denomination a few 
plain reasons, which, if rightly 
understood, will, I think, enable 
those, whose means of informa- 
tion are the most limited, decid- 
edly to see that national esta- 
blishments are positively anti- 
seriptural. In doing this, no 
laboured or recondite arguments 


| will require to be used, because 


the whole question may be easily 
comprehended, even by the il- 
literate, if there be first a disposi= 
tion to receive the evidence of 
facts, and the wholesome instruc- 
tions of God’s word. 

1. There is no foundation in 
the New Testament for national 
churches, either from precept, ex- 
ample, or inference. 

In matters far less important 
than those of religion, embracing 
merely the. common concerns of 
worldly kingdoms, it is always 
Supposed, that the enactments 
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claims of authority, and the 
duties of the subject. No obli- 
gation exists where the will of 
the lawgiver is not known; and 
every attempt to enforce obedi- 
ence to nonexistent precepts is 
preposterous. God is the law- 
giver of his church. The New 
Testament is his statute-book, 
because it abrogates the old dis- 
pensation, and prescribes the or- 
der and institutions of the new, 
as they are to remain to the end 
of time. If, then, there is a total 
silence in the Christian Scrip- 
tures, on the subject of national 
churches, this must settle the 
question, if obedience to God is 
to be grounded on the revelation 
of his will. The form and order 
of the Christian church could not 
be left unprescribed, if religion 
under the gospel dispensation is 
intended to be a divine service. 
If religion be not a divine service, 
it is a human device; and to 
keep or obey a system devised 
by man, callmg it obedience to 
God, is a contradiction. Under 
the gospel, men are warned not to 
turn away from him who now 
speaketh from heaven, by the de- 
nouncement of a heavier curse 
than that which fell upon those 
who refused to obey the ordi- 
nances of the Jewish law; Heb. 
xii. 25; i. 2, 3. This shows 
that God has given to men what 
he designed to be kept and obey- 
ed; else, how could the awful de- 
nunciation be annexed to disobe- 
dience and neglect ? 

That the constitution, and many 
usages practised by national 
churches, are quite foreign to the 
New Testament, being never once 
mentioned there, needs not here 
to be proved, because the merest 
novice in Scriptural knowledge 
will be prepared to admit the 
truth of the statement: conse- 
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quently, they can have no claim 
to any degree of spiritual homage, 
but on the contrary, must by all 
who wish to venerate divine 
authority, be promptly exploded. 
To regard them as divine, is pe- 
remptorily sinful, because it is 
making human impositions equal 
to sacred institutions, Some 
argue in defence of civil esta- 
blishments of religion now, that 
under the Old Testament the 
church was national and incor- 
porated with the state. But it 
should be considered by these 
persons, that it was so constituted 
by the Almighty; and the very 
same authority which appointed 
that order of things, has in the 
most solemn manner abrogated 
the whole system, and given other 
ordinances to be observed in the 
gospel church; as we see illus- 
trated at large in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. If, of old, because 
God would have the church to be 
national, he commanded it to be 
so, it must follow, that consis- 
tently to have Christian churches 
national, we must have his autho- 
ritative injunction for the same, 
or we make the gospel church 
positively inferior, as to its pre- 
scriptive foundation, to that under 
the law, which was only typical 
and transient. To say that the 
church is to be national now, be- 
cause it was so under the former 
dispensation, without having any 
ground from the New Testament 
for the conclusion, is, in fact, 
equal to an assumption, that be- 
cause there were priests, and al- 
tars, and sacrifices, and incense, 
and a host of other carnal ordi- 
nances then, these rites ought 
to be practised now. The Jewish 
form of religion is done away, 
and was evidently never designed 
to be an exemplar to the Christian 
church : therefore, to reason from 
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thence in support of national 
churches, is just as futile as to set 
darkness to explain light, or to 
make abrogated laws the founda- 
tion of permanent institutions. 
For the national church of the 
Jews, God gave suitable and very 
minute directions; but the total 
silence of the Lord’s commands 
on every thing of that nature as 
given in the New Testament, 
indicates plainly that he did 
not design Christian churches to 
be national: therefore, the origin 
of all such establishments is hu- 
man, and not divine. 

Others aver, that God has 
not prohibited Christian national 
churches, and so they cannot be 
wrong. To say the least of such 
assertions, they involve a very de- 
ceptive species of logic; and the 
principles on which they are based, 
if reduced to general practice in 
human things, would soon destroy 
the order of the world. If every 
thing in religion be right which is 
not formally prohibited, the door 
opened for the admission of new 
inventions is wide indeed. The 
mind that can harbour such vain 
imaginations has yet to learn the 
first principles of the oracles of 
God. The New Testament, how- 
ever, is not silent on this subject; 
for its great Author, and He of 
whom it testifies, gave unequivo- 
cal witness as to the nature of 
his kingdom, to establish which 
he offered his own invaluable life. 
The enemies of the blessed Re- 
deemer accused him of making 
himself a king, and usurping au- 
thority in opposition to that of 
Cesar. This was the alleged 
crime upon which Pilate ques- 
tioned him with so much eager- 
ness, when he stood before the 
Roman tribunal. The Saviour’s 
answer goes at once to show, that 
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lowers could do anything at all 
interfering with the civil autho- 
rity of the state, or adopt mea- 
sures like those connected with 
the establishment of earthly king- 
doms. ‘ My kingdom is not of 
this world. If my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my ser- 
vants fight. But now is my king- 
dom not from hence;” John xviii. 
30. To make this dying testi- 
mony of the King of saints har- 
monize with the essential princi- 
ples of a national church, would 
require a new language, and more 
of the power of perversion than 
the universal limits of sophistry 
can furnish. Equally plain is 
the maxim laid before those who 
tempted him—a maxim, the force 
of which they could not resist: 
“ Render, therefore, to Ceesar, the 
things that are Cesar’s; and to 
God, the things that are God’s;” 
Matt. xxii. 21. In that saying, 
the authority of Czesar and all 
other civil rulers is limited to 
things earthly alone; consequent- 
ly, the sole authority in spiritual 
things is that of God. This can- 
not be the case in national esta- 
blishments of religion ; therefore, 
the principles on which they are 
founded being at variance with 
the positive decision of the Son of 
God, their existence is plainly 
condemned. 

2. National churches had no 
existence during the first three 
hundred years of the Christian 
dispensation. 

To attempt any proof of this 
is superfluous, because the com- 
mon facts of history, known to 
all who have even scantily read 
the records of the church, attest 
it with unquestionable certainty. 
How, then, is this singular fact 
of the nonexistence of national 
churches during the long period 
of three centuries to be accounted 
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for? If they have any claim to 
a divine original, this was the 
time in which it ought to have 
been developed and exemplified, 
as a guide to future ages unprivi- 
leged with the special favours that 
marked the first days of the gos- 
pel. The volume of inspired 
truth was filled up—the apostles 
and evangelists had finished their 
labours and were gone to glory— 
the miraculous effusions of the 
divine Spirit had ceased—the gos- 
pel had gone forth conquering 
and to conquer, and men of all 
nations had bowed to the Re- 
deemer’s sceptre—and yet, na- 
tional churches were unknown. 
This, if I mistake not very greatly, 
will indicate to ingenuous minds, 
that it was not the will of heaven 
that they should be known, and 
must clearly show that their ori- 
gin was not of God, but of men. 
Else, why did not the Spirit of 
Truth intimate, at least, the de- 
sirableness of their existence ? 
Why did not the last revelation 
of God speak of them with ap- 
probation instead of denounce- 
ment? Why did not the holy 
apostles labour to form them ? 
Why were not the signs and won- 


ders of the gospel miracles made® 


to aid their establishment? Did 
the Lord favour the church with a 
second revelation after Constan- 
tine pretended to have seen a 
vision of the cross, and to have 
had a visit from the Prince of 
Peace, when actually employed in 
the hellish practice of war? Was 
there another descent of the 
Spirit of Holiness amid the fu- 
rious wranglings of aspiring bi- 
shops, and the carnal contentions 
of greedy ecclesiastics, each for 
honour and gain, eager to sup- 
plant his brother ? 

The whole scene of things con- 
nected with the incorporation of 
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church and state, in this first in- 
stance of it, discovers to a great 
extent the corrupting influence of 
worldly policy, and the awful ef- 
fects of what the apostle styles, 
“the deceivableness of unright- 
eousness,” which was to mark the 
revelation of Antichrist, when his 
power should be openly esta- 
blished. To take these proceed- 
ings as precedents, forming any 
justification or warrant for na- 
tional churches now, is to set up 
iniquity as a Jaw, to the utter re- 
jection of God’s infallible word. 
How much more wise would it be 
to go back to the days of the holy 
apostles and evangelists, when the 
light of truth shone with unveiled 
brightness—when religion was 
uncorrupted and pure—when di- 
vine institutions were kept with 
undeviating promptitude and in- 
tegrity—when the approving smiles 
of heaven beamed down on the 
assemblies of the faithful—when 
self-denial and love distinguished 
the name and character of those 
who called upon the Lord—when 
the Spirit of light and saving 
wisdom directed the worship and 
order of the church of God. If 
it be necessary to seek for a model 
of national churches among the 
gross corruptions which prevailed 
in the days of Constantine, the 
vindication of them must, indeed, 
be a hopeless task. To obviate 
the difficulties arising from the 
positive fact, that civil establish- 
ments of religion had no existence 
for three centuries after Christ, 
some have presumed to say, that 
the state of the world in the apos- 
tolic age precluded the very pos- 
sibility of their formation and ex- 
istence, because the Roman em- 
perors and the subordinate rulers 
were all idolaters. Were the 
Ceesars, then, mightier than God ? 
Had the Omnipotent relinquished 
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his glory, and suspended the exe- 
cution of his will on the capricious 
purposes and puny deeds of Cesar’s 
servants? The person who cherishes 
such thoughts must have lost 
sight of the immeasurable ampli- 
tude and infinite vastness which 
distinguish the existence and per- 
fections of the living God. 

In adverting to the decrees of 
Constantine, to find a precedent 
for national churches, after pass- 
ing over the days of infallible 
inspiration in the apostolic age, 
there is a striking development 
of carnal folly. Had the general 
of a bloody army wisdom supe- 
rior to that of the Holy Spirit? 
Were the bishops, who flattered 
him to gratify their own selfish- 
ness, endued with more spiritual 
understanding than the inspired 
apostles of the Lord, who were 
sent to teach the world all things 
whatsoever he had commanded ? 
Was the state of the church in 
the fourth century, after the 
growth of corruption to the griev- 
ous height it had then attained, 
better fitted for legislation than 
when the visions of unerring re- 
velation were granted to those 
vested with divine authority to 
inculcate the laws of God? The 
bare mention of these things is 
sufficient to demonstrate the utter 
incongruousness of any claim to 
Scriptural consistency in those 
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who plead for civil establishments 
of the Christian religion. They 
are mere human inventions framed 
to gratify avarice, and enlist the 
influence of what ought to be 
sacred to aid the plans of human 
policy in the government of earth- 
ly kingdoms, and must, to answer 
these purposes, be an awful pro- 
fanation of the holy injunctions 
of the kingdom of God. 

When the day shall arrive, that 
implicit regard will be paid to the 
authority of revealed truth—when 
men shall have learned the dan- 
gerous tendencies of human tra- 
ditions and human deeds—when 
Christ shall be honoured as king 
in Zion—when the ordinances and 
laws of his church shall be sought 
for in the records and unerring 
legislation of the Bible—when 
religion must stand or fall as it is 
found to be true or false—when 
earthly rulers shall begin to see 
that divine institutions must be 
based on a divine foundation, and 
not on the decrees of erring mor- 
tals; then, all these systems of 
craft and corruption will cease to 
be. They will fall into atoms be- 
neath the ponderous force of Om- 
nipotent authority, or pass away 
like the chaff of the summer 
threshing--floor, when driven before 
the resistless blast. 

J. W. 
Haworth, Jan. 29, 1836, 
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We read in the New Testa- 
ment of elders being ordained in 
the churches of Christ; and of 
their being called both bishops 
and pastors. They are said to 
have the rule over the church, to 
be over the brethren in the Lord p 
and it is the expressed will of 
Christ, that they should rule well 


—rule with diligence. As ap- 
pointed by the Head of the 
church, to rule in the churches, 
the brethren are commanded to 
obey them— to submit themselves 
to their rulers, as over them in 
the Lord. Their authority in the 
church is, therefore, plainly of 
the Lord. It is the nature of 
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their rule, upon which I now sub- 
mit a few remarks. 

It certainly is not an arbitrary 
rule. Pastors are not entitled to 
rule according to their own will, 
for they are themselves to be sub- 
ject unto Christ in all things; 
not excepting the authority which 
the Lord has given them. They 
rule well only when they rule ac- 
cording to the law of Christ given 
in his word. They are not at 
liberty to lord it over God's heri- 
tage. They can require obedi- 
ence to no laws but those con- 
tained in the Scriptures. This is 
equally true with respect to ail 
relative duties. No husband, or 
father, or master, or magistrate, 
has a right to command any thing 
contrary to the will of God. The 
obedience of the churches to their 
pastors must be obedience to the 
Lord; which it cannot be, when 
pastors require that which he has 
not commanded. If pastors were 
to attempt to put their own yoke 
upon the necks of the disciples, 
they must be resisted; as it 
would be sin to submit to any 
yoke but the yoke of Christ. 
Pastors, therefore, should look 
well to it, that, in the exercise of 
their authority, they require no- 
thing of the disciples but what 
they can prove, from the Scrip- 
tures, to be the will of Christ. 
The mere will of a pastor has 
no claim to obedience: he must 
show, that what he wills is the 
will of the Lord. This is a most 


essential point in ruling well: to. 


rule otherwise, is not subjection 
to Christ. If pastors invariably 
ruled according to the law of 
Christ, producing the law to 
which they required obedience, 
they would but seldom be dis- 
obeyed; and divisions and con- 
tentions would, in a great degree, 
be prevented. Pastors are not 
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infallible in their judgment of 
the will of the Lord given in his 
word; neither are churches. In 
our time, both have the written 
word for their guide; and 
churches may be obliged, by a 
principle of conscience, to dissent 
from the judgment of their pas- 
tors. And when this happens, 
there should be much forbear- 
ance on the part of the pastors, 
and patient labour in instructing 
the church. A pastor should not, 
in such a case, require the church 
to act according to his view of 
the divine will, while they do not 
consider that view of it to be the 
mind of the Spirit in the Scrip- 
tures. The church should be in- 
structed with all patience; and 
not be urged to a blind obedience. 

The preceding observations im- 
ply, that pastors should never 
attempt to rule in matters of 
supposed expediency—devices of 
their own, or of others, though 
recommended by supposed use- 
fulness, where they were attended 
to; or, as likely to prove such 
when tried. By their rule they 
should endeavour to keep out all 
such practices, rather than use 
their own power for introducing 
them. If they attempt to rule 
in such things, and succeed in it, 
the obedience of the church will 
not be subjection to Christ. One 
essential point in ruling well, is 
to keep strictly by the law of 
Christ ; for then, only, can 
rulers, in urging obedience, plead 
the authority of Christ. All mat- 
ters on which there is no law, 
must be matters of but little im- 
portance; and with respect to 
such things, there should be no- 
thing like rule. 

A pastor’s carrying a point by 
means of a majority of the church 
should, in almost every case, be 
avoided. Its tendency is to pro- 
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duce feelings in the minds of the 
minority that may. endanger the 
peace of the church, and be un- 
favourable to the pastor’s influ- 
ence and usefulness. No one 
should be received into the fellow- 
ship of the church, but by the 
unanimous voice of the church, 
A Christian church is a commu- 
nity of mutual love and con- 
fidence ; and its character, as 
such, cannot be maintained with- 
out the voluntary communion of 
every individual member. In 
cases of exclusion from the church, 
the danger that may threaten 
from its being done by a majority 
is not so great; for, upon the 
same principle of voluntary com- 
munion, if many object to the 
continued fellowship of an indi- 
vidual, the remainder should con- 
sent to his exclusion. If there is 
not any direct rule upon this sub- 
ject in the Scriptures, yet, as the 
apostle exhorts the members of 
churches to be of one mind, and 
to have no divisions among them, 
such exhortations seem to forbid 
a pastor’s attempting to rule by 
means of a majority of the mem- 
bers. 

A pastor’s rule never should, in 
any case, be by means of intimi- 
dation. Not by threats of any 
kind, however gently or smooth- 
ly expressed. Such means may 
possibly, when used by one that 
is popular, or for his apparent 
usefulness, be much valued by 
the church, take effect upon the 
minds of some, producing a ver- 
bal compliance with his wishes : 
but such a compliance would not 
be Christian ; the judgment, the 
heart, would not be in it; it 
would be extorted, and that by 
means which the law of Christ 
condemns. In ruling, all threats, 
or working by means of intimida- 
tion, are bad; but the worst of 
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them all is, when a pastor inti- 
mates, though in the most dis- 
tant manner, that a refusal to 
yield to his wishes may possibly 
deprive the church of his services. 
It is not easy to conceive of this 
having any other source than 
vanity or pride. And when it is 
practised as a mere trick, or ex- 
periment, there must be a lament- 
able want of simplicity and godly 
sincerity. 

A pastor’s rule in the church 
should ever be in the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ. He 
should never use the language of 
authority ; never give utterance 
to any thing like a command ; 
but speak only of the divine com- 
mands. Hard and irritating words 
should never come from his mouth. 
His angry passions should never 
be moved, whatever may be the 
provocation. The Spirit of truth 
says, that‘an elder must not be 
self-willed, not soon angry, not 
strive; but be gentle unto all, 
patient, in meekness instructing 
them that oppose themselves. This 
should be his spirit; and in this 
spirit he should rule. Christ, the 
Head of the church, rules the 
church by love; and his example 
should be followed by all who 
rule under him. Paul’s example 
is worthy of the study and imita- 
tion of all pastors. He had an 
authority in the churches, as an 
apostle, which was far above that 
of ordinary pastors; yet he but 
seldom used the language of au- 
thority: he generally exhorted, 
and beseeched, and _ entreated, 
and used the language of persua- 
sion; evidently endeavouring to 
win the disciples, by love, by the 
force of truth. The words, ‘‘bre- 
thren,” “‘ beloved brethren,” and 
even, ‘‘ dearly beloved brethren,” 
are in frequent use by him in ad- 


dressing the churches, 
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A pastor’s rule, to be scriptural 
and efficient, must be connected 
with Christian character, and di- 
ligence and fidelity in the dis- 
charge of the various duties of 
his office. The Holy Spirit gives 
a reason why a Christian church 
should obey them that have the 
rule over them: “ for,” he says, 
“‘they watch for your souls as 
they that must give account.” 
Nothing less than faithful and 
devoted service can be meant by 
this description of a pastor’s work; 
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over the conscience, There is 
not any thing that so well sup- 
ports a pastor’s rule as Chris- 
tian character and faithful ser- 
vice. The more fully he is him- 
self subject unto Christ, the more 
influential will he be in bringing 
the church into subjection. Thus 
Paul exhorts Timothy : “ Be thou 
an example of the believers, in 
word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 
‘Take heed unto thyself, and unto 
the doctrine; continue in them : 


and if such be not the character 
of his labours in the church, the 
reason given for obedience by the 
Holy Spirit, can have no power 


for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear 
thee.” S. R. 


' We insert the above paper at the request of a respected correspondent, 
and because it contains many scriptural sentiments on the subject of which 
it treats; but there are some which we think liable to exception, and 
upon them, in a friendly spirit, we subjoin the following remarks:— 

Nothing can be more just than the observation, that pastors ‘‘can 
require obedience to no Jaws but those contained in the Scriptures.” {The 
word of God is assuredly the only code of laws possessing authority in 
the church of Christ. But this principle is greatly endangered, if not 
really subverted, when it is added, “This is equally true with respect to 
all relative duties. No husband, or father, or master, or magistrate, has 
a right to command any thing contrary to the will of God.” This latter 
proposition differs essentially from the former. In that, it is required, and 
properly, that nothing should be demanded but obedience to ‘‘laws con- 
tained in the Scriptures ;” in this, a right is'conceded to command other 
things, provided they are ‘‘not contrary to the will of God.” Laws may 
possess this latter quality, which are not ‘‘contained in the Scriptures ;” and 
such laws a civil government may enact, and the head of a family lay 
down fer the regulation of his household ; but such laws, neither a pastor 
nor a church may enact in the kingdom of Christ. Legislation in no case 
belongs to them; and this great fundamental principle of church polity 
should never be hazarded or obscured, by comparing a church of Christ 
with any of the institutions, whether political, civil, or social, which are 
formed by men. A greater practical evil scarcely exists in congregational 
churches, than the appointment of laws which they have made for them- 
selves. It may be pleaded, that they are not contrary to the Scriptures. 
It may be so, or it may not; but suppose it is, the question may still be 
asked: Whence did they derive authority to make them ? Who put 
the legislative power into their hands? We imagine our correspondent 
really agrees with us in these views of the subject, since, with the 
exception of his statement respecting masters and magistrates, he 
expresses himself both with perspicuity and force. 
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In a subsequent part of theabove paper itis asserted, that “no one should 
be received into the fellowship of the church, but by the unanimous voice 
of the church.” This proposition we think essentially wrong. To lay down 
such a rule would, certainly, be to enact a law which is not to be found 
in the New Testament. It would, consequently, violate the sound 
principle before established, that obedience is to be required only to laws 
contained in the Scriptures, Besides which, it would be acting contrary 
to them. The only qualification for church-membership, upon which they 
insist, is faith in Christ and obedience to him. Let an individual believe 
and obey Christ, and the church is scripturally obliged to admit bim to 
Christian privileges. But some of the members, perhaps only one, 
objects; and is the church to bow to the will of that one brother, or even 
of many brethren, rather than to the will of Christ? If any just, that is, 
any moral, ground of objection be known to an individual, let him state 
it; and the matter is of course at an end :—the objection is no longer that 
of an individual, but one in which the whole church is equally con- 
cerned. But if it be allowed, that the candidate is unexceptionable on 
moral grounds, the case is clear for the church to receive him. 

As a general rule, neither pastors nor members can be too tender of the 
peace of the church. In nothing should offence be unnecessarily given to 
a single brother or sister. But, neither should offence be easily taken. 
Tn every case of divided judgment the final decision must rest with the 
majority. It is only right, that it should be so; and the minority are 
acting a pertinacious and unjustifiable part if they resist. If it be a 
question of conscience and principle about which they differ, the minority, 
if they cannot convince their brethren, should quietly withdraw. But let 
this be clearly ascertained. We are very apt, when under any excite- 
ment, to view things in an exaggerated light ; and it must be a very clear 
case which can warrant separation. If it be a question merely of 
prudence, the minority are bound to submit. Mr. Fuller meets this point 
with his accustomed sagacity and pragmatical wisdom: ‘‘ The New Testa- 
ment (he observes) speaks of an election of seven deacons, \but says 
nothing on the mode of its being conducted: Now, considering the 
number of members in the church at Jerusalem, unless they were directed 
im their choice by inspiration, which there is no reason to think they were, 
it is more than a thousand to one, that those seven persons who were 
chosen, were not the persons whom every individual member first pro- 
posed. What then can we suppose them to have done? They might 
discuss the subject till they became of one mind: or, which is much more 
likely, the less number, perceiving the general wish, and considering that 
their brethren had understanding as well as they, might peaceably give 
up their own opinions to the greater, ‘submitting one to another in the 
fear of God.’”* To this admirable illustration we subjoin a few sentences 
from a little work recently published, as, exactly expressing our general 
views on the subject. ‘In all voluntary societies it exists almost asa 
necessary principle, that the minority, in every instance of divided 
judgment, must yield to the majority. Unless this principle be ob- 
served, it is difficult to perceive how any. of the concerns of human 
ge ee ee 
¥ * Strictures on Sandemanianism, Letter X, 
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life, in which numbers co-operate, can be carried on. The same law 
obtains in the Christian church. The few are expected, and with 
great reason, quietly to acquiesce in the decision of the many. While, 
however, the propriety of such an expectation cannot be controverted, 
it may not always be either prudent or lovely to act upon it. If, 
on the part of the dissentients, pertinacity of opinion and warmth of 
temper should unhappily be displayed, instead of submission, it may 
become their brethren to abstain for the present from standing upon their 
unquestionable right. In such a case the apostolic canon takes effect: 
“We, then, that are strong, ought to bear the infirmities of the weak ; and 
not to please ourselves,’ ‘A laudable concern for the preservation of the 
unity of the church may induce forbearance in the exercise of an 
undoubted prerogative. Time, additional information, and the influence 
of a mild and affectionate treatment, may win those who are in error; and 
in most cases, it will be incomparably better to defer a decision upon 
which practical measures are to be founded, than, by pressing it at the 
present time, to proceed to an open rupture. Nothing, however, in these 
remarks must be understood as an apology for the indulgence of such 
a temper, or the adoption of such a line of conduct, by the dissentients 
from the general opinion, as shall prevent its being adopted as a principle 
of action: nor in any case, where the majority choose thus to forego their 
privilege for the present, are they to be understood as compromising their 
sentiment. They simply postpone a measure until their brethren shall 
haye had an opportunity calmly to review their opposition to it, and shall 
have learnt, what good men may be soon expected to learn from serious 
reflection, that it becomes them to lay aside their unjustifiable pertinacity, 


and submit to the decision of the major part of the church.”* 
Epitor. 


ON THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


As, in a former, number of 
this Magazine, we proposed to 
resume the subject of a Revival 
of Religion, we now commend a 
few additional thoughts to your 
Christian candour and kind at- 
tention. You will cordially unite 
in the sentiment that the work of 
the Holy Spirit is all-important 
to an improved state of the 
church; this being admitted, it 
becomes indispensable that indi- 
vidual Christians should honour 
him by faith and prayer. It has 
been remarked, and justly so, 
that with the same intense desire 
as the pious Israelites looked, and 


| pray, 


-eation ? 
‘one of his essays, ‘that if the 


longed, and waited for the pro- 
mised Messiah; so should Chris- 
tians now look, and long, and 
and wait for the down- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. The 


apostle styles this dispensation 
“the ministration of the Spirit :” 
then the question becomes at 
once interesting and important. 


Why does not the church realize 
the plenitude of his ministration ? 
Is it because we are not suffi- 


| ciently alive to its importance, or 
because we seek it not more 


earnestly by prayer and suppli- 
Mr. Foster observes, in 


* The Reciprocal Duties of Church Members, by Edward Steane. 
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whole, or the greater number, 
of the disciples of . Christianity, 
were, with an earnest unalterable 
resolution of each, to combine, 
that heaven should not withhold 
one single influence, which the 
very utmost effort of conspiring 
and persevering —_ supplication 
would obtain, it would be the 
sign that a revolution of the 
world was at hand.” 

But have we not reason to fear 
that the Spirit’s influence is with- 
held, and partially withdrawn, 
sometimes from individual Chris- 
tians, and sometimes apparently 
from whole communities? Then 
may it not be of importance to 
inquire into some of the probable 
causes of such withdrawment, 
that so we may devoutly unite in 
the prayer of the Psalmist, 
“Turn us again, O Lord God of 
Hosts ; cause thy face to shine, 
and we shall be saved?” Let us 
then inquire, are we disposed to 
make adequate sacrifices of time, 
and property, and influence, to 
advance the kingdom and glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, remem- 
bering that we are ‘‘not our own, 
but bought with a price, and 
therefore bound to glorify God in 

‘our body and spirit, which are 
his?’” The Holy Spirit is doubt- 
less often grieved, when we allow 
the same motives of self-interest 
to govern us, as govern the 
world ; and when we do not yield 
our obedience to the precepts of 
him whom we call Master, and 
whose self-denying example we 
are, by the laws of Christianity, 
bound to follow. Our tempers 
grieve him if we are not solicitous 
to cultivate ‘‘the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great 
price.” Our pride, and want of 
penitence, grieve him; for, ‘To 
that man will I look, and with 
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him will I dwell, who is of a hum- 
ble and contrite spirit.” And 
are not his divine operations on 
the heart sometimes quenched ? 
Do we, when convicted of any 
evil, yield our minds to the full 
influence of such conviction ? 
Or do we palliate and excuse it, 
and flatter ourselves into self- 
justification, instead of repairing 
to, the cross in a spirit of self- 
condemnation, saying with the 
Psalmist, ‘‘ Have mercy upon me, 
O God,” &c.? It may be that 
he is also grieved that we are so 
indifferent respecting his visits, 
and are not accustomed to his 
abiaing with us; and yet this the 
Saviour has designed, as he said 
unto his disciples, ‘‘And I will 
pray the Father,” &c. For if 
the resurrection and ascension 
of Christ are verities of the 
Christian religion, assuredly as 
they are such, is the promised 
gift of the Holy Spirit thereby 
secured to whose who ask it, as 
the Saviour has abundantly testi- 
fied. Let us then ask in faith, 
nothing doubting. 

But some may be disposed 
to inquire, how may we satis- 
ascertain when the 
Spirit is indeed abiding with 
us? Surely by his leading our 
minds in frequent meditation 
on the word of God, and the 
Saviour’s mission, as Jesus said : 
‘He shall glorify me,” &c.; and 
by his quickening us to walk in 
all the paths of diligent holy 
obedience. The Spirit is pre- 
sented to us in the emblematic 
figure of a dove, to represent 
those peculiar characteristics by 
which he is known, as peace and 
love. Whatever then is found in 
any individual Christian, or in 
any particular section of the 
Christian church, at variance 
with the exhibition of these fea- 
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tures of the Spirit’s ministration, 
will be sufficient to account for 
his present withdrawment. There- 
fore, if we would possess his en- 
larged communications, we must 
lay aside a spirit inimical to these 
features, and hasten to obey the 
apostolic injunction: “ Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil-speaking 
be put away from you, with all 
malice; and be ye kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
Let us then be continually look- 
ing out for this divine Guide— 
removing from our midst the 
things which grieve him; and in 
frequent penitence and applica- 
tion to the fountain opened, en- 
treat his return as soon as we 
perceive that we are not walking 
beneath his influence. Let us 
desire to bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit ; as, “love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance.” Neither ought we to be 
satisfied with personal benefit ; 
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nor until we discover that He is 
operating on the world of mind 
around us; diffusing his influ- 
ences on all the appointed means 
of grace, and directing the ener- 
gies of the Christian church to- _ 
wards the multiplication of those 
means, a thousand and a thou- 
sand fold, until they shall equal 
the wants of the whole human 
family. And, desiring most ar- 
dently, dear friends, that, as 
Christians, we may enjoy the full 
benefit of this ministration, we 
pray, that all may agree to unite 
in fervent devotion for this mo- 
mentous blessing; that thus, in 
our day, that prophecy may be- 
gin to receive its full accomplish- 
ment : ‘¢ The wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be glad for 
them, and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose; it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and singing; the 
glory of Lebanon shall be given 
unto it; the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon: they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excel- 
lency of our God. R. E, 


*,* By a letter received during the month, we learn that efforts to pro- 


mote the glory of God, similar to those reported from Bradford and 
Lincoln, have recently been made at Redruth, in Cornwall, accom- 
panied with similar tokens of the Divine presence and blessing. It 
will be inserted in our next number. 


EXPOSITORY REMARKS ON ZEPHANIAH ii. 12—17. 
No. III. 


“Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord; hath taken away thy judgments, he 
hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of 
thee : thou shalt not see evil any more.” —Ver. 14, 15. 


Tue connexion in which this 
beautiful passage is introduced, 
is worthy of our careful atten- 
tion. Those who are here sum- 
moned to the pleasing duty of 
holy joy, are supposed to have 


been delivered from a state of 
alienation and unbelief, and 
brought into a condition of re- 
conciliation and submissive con- 
fidence, by trusting im the name 
of the Lord: they are contem- 
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plated as disenthralled from the 
power of sin, ‘they do no ini- 
quity ;”” and as rescued from the 
slavery of fear, and _ sweetly 
calmed into tranquillity and 
peace. 

In these circumstances, the 
people of God are wakened up 
by the animating strains of the 
text, to the more prominent and 
active engagements of joy. While 
living in alienation, iniquity, and 
fear, as we read in the second 
verse, there could be no propriety 
in gladness; but reconciled, 
cleansed, and pacified, through the 
riches of divine grace, abounding 
to the chief of sinners through 
the death of Christ, it is not meet 
that we should rest in the mere 
possession of peace. Jehovah 
‘“‘giveth more grace;” and if we 
are so favoured as to have “ peace 
with God, being justified by faith,” 
we should aim also to “joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now received the 
atonement.” Rom. v. 1, 2. 

In the language of poetry, 
which speaks of a nation as a 
female, the Israelites are ele- 
gantly styled, “the daughter of 
Zion,” and “ the daughter of Je- 
rusalem,” as deriving their chief 
national dignity from the holy 
rites and celestial manifestations 
connected with their temple and 
metropolis ; and they are here 
called on to sing, yea, to shout ; 
and this not merely in the exhi- 
larating strains of outward melo- 
dy, but. they are to ‘“‘be glad and 
to rejoice with all the heart.” 
Thus are the saints, the spiritual 
children of Zion, directed to: burst 
forth in holy transport and exul- 
tation, to “rejoice in the Lord 
always,” Phil. iv. 4, and to tri- 
umph in their unseen Redeemer, 
‘‘with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.” 1 Pet. i. 8. 


’ 
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Let us glance at the reasons 
mentioned in the passage, for this 
fulness of joy. 

1. <The Lord hath taken away 
thy judgments.” That which was 
future, is, on account of its -cer- 
tainty, spoken of as already ac- 
complished. God would with- 
draw the tokens of his wrath, his 
judicial visitations, by which he 
had chastised their wanderings ; 
and the privations of famine, the 
horrors of war, and the wretch- 
edness of captivity should cease. 
As believers in Christ, our disen- 
thralment is vastly more impor- 
tant: we are saved from the 
‘wrath to come,” and “ there 
is now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus,who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” Rom. vii. 1. 

2. “He hath cast out thine 
enemy.” The Jews, when dis- 
obedient, were frequently given 
up for a prey to furious invaders, 
Here their ejection is promised, 
and it forms an inspiring assurance 
to the church of God, that all its 
spiritual foes shall be subdued 
and destroyed. Is indwelling sin 
an enemy to our holiness, peace, 
and usefulness; and the fruitful 
source of anxious wrestlings and 
deadly warfare? It shall be 
finally overcome, and we shall be 
delivered ‘‘ from the body of this 
death, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Rom. vil. 24, 25. Do we 
find that the world, with its 
pomps, customs, maxims, and 
pollutions, is an enemy? Christ 
has secured our deliverance “from 
this present evil world.” Gal. i. 4, 
And “this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our 
faith.’? 1 John v. 4. Is Satan 
our adversary, going about as a 
roaring: lion, seeking whom. he 
may devour? Does he oppose, 
tempt, allure, pollute, and terrify 
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the followers of Christ? ‘For 
this purpose was the Son of God 
manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil,” 1 John 
iil. 8; and he * will bruise him 
under our feet shortly.” Rom. xvi. 
20. Is not all this a reason for 
the most rapturous delight ? 


“‘Sin, my worst enemy before, 

Shall vex my eyes and ears no more; 
My inward foes shall all be slain, 
Nor Satan break my peace again,” 


3. “The King of Israel, even 
the Lord, is in the midst of thee.” 
To the same effect is the language 
of Isaiah : “ Cry out and shout, 
thou inhabitant of Zion; for great 
is the Holy One of Israel in the 
midst of thee.” Isa, xii. 6. And 
when the Saviour entered Jerusa- 
lem in triumph, then was a simi- 
lar prophecy in Zech. ix. 9, de- 
clared to be fulfilled; Matt. xxi. 
4,5. Jesus is solemnly consti- 
tuted King of Israel ; and if the 
subjects of an earthly potentate 
are gratified’ by an occasional 
sight of their sovereign, how 
much more delightful to ' the 
church, to every individual and 
to every section of it, to be assured 
that the King of Saints is ever in 
the midst of his people! Let us 
not, however, forget that this is a 
spiritual kingdom, and that we 
are not to expect the presence of 
our King to be indicated by 
earthly pomps, in the services and 
external arrangements of the 
church; but rather, by the joy, 
holiness, and heavenliness of 
saints, in their solemn meetings, 
and private conversation, and in 
the maintenance of truth and 
righteousness in Zion, and the 
conversion of ungodly men tothe 
faith of the gospel. For these 
purposes, our adorable Lord has 
said, “‘Lo, I am with you always,” 
Matt. xxviii. 20; and he will pre- 


| lute and perfect degree. 
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side over all our affairs, bestow 
all needful grace upon us, and 
condescendingly receive our ho- 
mage. Well may we rejoice that 
the name of the city in which we 
dwell is, “The Lord is there !” 
Ezek. xlviii. 35. 

4, “Thou shalt not see evil any 
more.” This blessing naturally 
results from those previously spe- 
ecified. In the present state, this 
must be understood compara- 
tively. Evil, under such circum- 
stances as those in which we 
endure it while unconverted, is 
not afterwards endured. The 
followers of Christ have to enter 
the kingdom through much tribu- 
lation; but in the Saviour they 
have peace. John xvi. 33. All 
their afflictions work for their 
good, extract the sweetness of 
the promises, endear the Saviour, 
and quicken their graces; so that 
we need not wonder that believers 
are called on to ‘‘ count it all joy 
when they fall into, divers trials.” 
James i,2. In the heavenly state, 
however, we shall be delivered 
from all evil, in the most abso- 
How 
animating the visions of John in 
the Apocalypse, ch, vii. 14—17! 

Is it then marvellous, that 


saints should be joyful in their 


King; or that the voice of re- 
joicing should be heard in the 
tabernacles of the righteous ? 
Rather, is it not strange that 
they are so frequently downcast 
and dispirited? What is our 
state in this respect? If dejected, 
let us remember, that God is ho- 
noured, not by our complaints, 
but by our praises; and that he 
has made it not less our duty 
than our privilege, to rejoice ex- 
ceedingly in him. Ps, Ixviii. 3. 
Let us think upon our mercies, 
especially those which are con- 
nected with union to Christ, and 
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reconciliation to God; and aim to 


give the most happy expression | 


to our inward gladness, by our 
gratitude, thanksgiving, and holy 
consecration to our heavenly Fa- 
ther. And if any individuals, 
whose attention has now been 
directed to the subject of spiritual 
joy, are wholly ignorant of it, let 


Why should our Brethren be Slaves ? 


them examine whether they are 
not aliens from God, and strangers 
to Christ, and consider whether 
they have any other prospect be- 
fore them than eternal ruin, if 
they continue to reject the great 
salvation. , 


E, C- 


Truro. 


WHY SHOULD OUR BRETHREN BE SLAVES? 


When the question of slavery 
was so much agitated, every voice 
of the friends of the slave was 
lifted up to appeal against the 
horrid system; every Christian 
heart revolted at the cruelties 
exercised towards the dark chil- 
dren of Africa, and a host of phi- 
lanthropists stood forth in their 
defence. When the point was 
gained, and the question settled, 
that the degrading system of 
slavery should cease in the Bri- 
tish colonies, the controversy was 
hushed; and British Christians 
rejoiced in the deliverance of their 
sable brethren. But I would ask, 
How has slavery terminated ? Are 
our brethren no longer writhing 
under the galling yoke? Is the 
stigma of slave wiped away, and 
are they rejoicing in their free- 
dom, walking forth in the glad- 
ness of their hearts? On the 
Sabbath of their God, do they, 
unmolested, frequent his sacred 
courts in peace? In short, is all 
done that was anticipated? Bri- 
tish Christians, do you feel for 
your brethren? Do you listen to 
the reports on their behalf, from 
their friends, who witness their 
forlorn condition? Let me en- 
treat of you, then, to arise and 
bestir yourselves! Let not slavery 


exist under another name! Hear 
the cry of the oppressed, and 
hasten to their relief. How can 
you sit at ease, in a land of liber- 
ty, while your fellow-travellers to 
a better land are groaning in their 
bondage? Extinguish the deeds 
of slavery, if you would have its 
name to perish! Rest not, until 
your brethren are free! Be not 
at ease, until the desponding face 
of the negro beams with joy in 
the full consciousness of freedom! 
Watch, until slavery, that foul 
demon, is hunted from the shores 
of Jamaica; and liberty, the 
boast of England, the boon of 
her children, is granted to the 
long-oppressed, the toil-worn ne- 
gro. Have you no ear for their 
cry? Be assured, their cry will 
not be sent to heaven in vain. He 
who ruleth above will listen to the 
groaning of the captive. If you 
refuse to hear, how can you ex- 
pect your Maker to listen to your 
petitions? The day is fast ap- 
proaching, when you must render 
an account, and may no longer 
be {[stewards. Work, then, in the 
service of your heavenly Mas- 
ter, while he grants you time, that 
you may render up your accounts, 
as faithful stewards of the talents 
committed to your care. 
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CLAIMS OF IRELAND. 


In the Baptist MagazineI have 
frequently read appeals on behalf 
of Ireland; but from the apathy 
with which they are responded to, 
I fear that numbers of our friends 
never look at the ‘ Irish Chroni- 
cle.” How long shall we lie dor- 
mant and supine, while our beau- 
teous sister Isle is withering in 
moral darkness? We, who have 
professed the name of Jesus, have 
publicly pledged ourselves to his 
cause. Do we not feel within us 
an ardent desire to extend the 
knowledge of his glorious name ? 
Will we not, then, bestir our- 
selves for those who are enveloped 
in the thick mists of popish er- 
ror? But few, comparatively, of 
the sons and daughters of Ire- 
land, know wherein consists the 
true worship of God; and how 
can they hear without-a preacher? 
Can we not, then, send forth 


more messengers of salvation to 
those who are ready to perish ? 

I would beg leave to suggest a 
plan, which would very much 
augment the funds of the Baptist 
Irish Society. 

Suppose a day were set apart, 
in our denomination, expressly 
for Ireland; a collection to be 
made on that day, in each re- 
spective congregation, and, as the 
Jews of old were wont to cast 
into the treasury, each according 
to his ability, let us do likewise. 
Mute and motionless, the harp of 
Erin hangs on the willows! We 
would retune it to the sweet songs 
of Zion, until its thrilling tones 
pierce through every Irish heart ; 
and the wild wastes of their 
country echo with the glorious 
response, “ Worthy is the Lamb, 
that was slain. Alleluia, for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth !” 


REVIEWS. 
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1. Fundamental Reform of the Church 
Establishment, &c. pp. 74. Shaw. 

2. Dissent Antimonarchical and Democra- 
tical, &c. pp. 48. Seeley and Son.— 
Both Anonymous. 


The first pamphlet proceeds from 
a mind, the state of which it will 
not be very easy to determine. In 
reference to the great question of 
Church reform, the author seems 
to vacillate between the propriety or 
impropriety of an establishment, so 
that it is not easy to say upon the 
whole, on which side his feelings 
preponderate. The cause is not so 
hard to detect. He depends ona 
principle which can determine no- 
thing with certainty; expediency 
will give no rest. Before the judg- 
ment can be clear, it must submit 
to the teaching of God. 


The author isa clergyman. His 
object in writing the tract may be 
most clearly seen from two extracts. 


«‘ With the changes which time intro- 
duces into the manners of society, into 
its habits, ond its modes of thought, 
church laws and regulations require to 
be changed too. Without such adapta- 
tion of its laws to the habits and opin- 
ions of the time, how can we expect it 
to resist the prejudices against it which 
may accumulate daily, or avail itself of 
the faculties which the state of society 
may afford for the enlarged diffusion of 
the Gospel? How would the British 


| army have struggled with the conqueror 


of Europe; if, its tactics and its weapons 

remaining as unchanged as the regula- 

tions of our church, it had met the ar- 

tillery of Napoleon with the harquebuss 

and the pike of Edward VI., and had 

marched to the field of battle, in cons 
Q 
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Loimpt of all modern invention, and ex- 
ulting}in the antiquity of its accoutre- 
‘ments? But this is our church policy. 
Our Canons, some of them most un- 
christian, some obsolete, and all need- 
ing revision, remain untouched. And 
where is the authority to revise them ? 
Parliament may, of course, dictate the 
terms upon which it will maintain the 
Establishment, but it’ is the church 
which can alone proncunce whether 
those terms are lawful. In other words, 
itis the church which must ultimately 
determine its own discipline and laws. 
But where is the church authority? His 
Majesty, as the executive head of the 
State, ‘in all causes ecclesiastical as 
well as civil,within these his dominions, 
supreme,’ can no more, in that capacity, 
legislate alone for the church, than he 
can legislate alone for the State. The 
Bishops, too, are no more exclusively 
entitled to make laws for the one, than 
the Lords are for the other. The Con- 
vocation is a shadow ; a legislative au- 
thority is therefore wanting. Genera- 
tions spring’ up, grow old, and pass 
away, without seeing a single ecclesias- 
tical law enacted, or revised by any 
ehurch authority ; and the ponderous 
hulk of the Establishment lies without 
sail or rudder, to be ‘beat upon by the 
furious waves of dissent and irreligion, 
till they throw it up a wreck upon the 
shore.” 

‘The Establishment requires popu- 
larity to maintain it against the advo- 
cates of the Voluntary System, and 
amidst the strife of political parties. 
Men seldom feel much interest in that 
with which they have no active connex- 
ion. They must be agents as well as 
recipients. By the proposed constitu- 
tion they will have so important a share 
in the government of the church, that, 
as the members of small sects, they will 
feel its laws and constitutions to be their 
own work, and as such will zealously 
defend them.” 


whose bitterness might remain unsut- 
dued ;—it would ensure useful reforms, 
and effectuate those reforms safely ; by 
those reforms the Establishment would 
be rendered more efficient, by its effi- 
ciency it would be rendered popular, 
and its popularity would give it perma- 


It may thus be seen that the 
writer is committed as an advocate 
of the church in which he officiates : 
but, whilst Dissenters will be glad 
to recognize and honour in him 
qualities that command their confi- 
dence and esteem, they will be 
grieved to find that an antagonist so 
amiable, could enforce the culture 
of piety rather as an expedient, 
than as a primary object. 

With such men, controversy loses 
all its acrimony, and ceases almost 
to be matter for regret. It merely 
opens a sphere for exercising Chris- 
tian charity, and for reciprocating 
its offices. 

Much good is expected when 
students in the school of Christ be- 
gin to find out their own faults; 
because from this we discover the 
action of sincere principle. The 
same may be said of conflicting 
parties in the church. Whilst the 
opposing advocates barn with mu- 
tual recriminations, no result will 
follow at which a good man can re- 
joice; but when each one sees and 
reproves the defects on his own 
side, a hope may be entertained of 
great ultimate advantage. 

Much pleasure, therefore, is de- 
rived from a tendency discoverable 
of late in several writers on the 
voluntary system, who have de- 
parted from the ordinary course of 
advocates, in pointing out what re- 
quires to be corrected in its work- 
ing; and it is pleasing to find that 
one who is an avowed friend of the 
hierarchy can exercise the same 
fidelity with his brethren. In this 
pamphlet, many evils in the Estab- 
lishment are confessed with frank- 
ness, and reproyed with severity. 
There all parties will find therr 
wisdom. Let each portion of the 
church labour after perfect obedi- 
ence to its Lord; and, when this is 
attained, all her disadvantages of 


This purpose of defending and 
even of enlarging the Establish- 
ment, is still further declared as 
the basis of several exhortations to 
the culture of piety in the church, 
but especially in the clergy. 


“This would multiply the numbers of 
those wha would zealously defend the 
Kstablishment ;—it would secure the 
esteem of the world in general ;—it 
would change the most estimable of its 
opponents into friends, and silence those 


Review.— Pamphlets on Church Reform. 


division will be forgotten in the 
joy of unanimity. 

The writer’s suggestion will be 
best stated in his own words. Wish- 
ing to combine the advantages of a 
plan proposed by Archbishop 
Secker, with the laws of the Epis- 
copalian church in America, he 
writes, 


*‘T venture to propose for considera- 
tion the following scheme of Church 
Government. 


Let there be five ecclesiastical autho- | 


rities in the Establishment ; the Church, 
the Congregation, the Committee, the 
Synod, and the Assembly. 


I. The Functions of Ecclesiastical 
Courts. 


1. Toe Cuurcu. 


(1.) To exercise discipline respecting 
all church privileges, and especially re- 
specting admission te the sacraments. 

(2.) To adopt any rules for its wel- 
fare not inconsistent with diocesan or 
general laws. 

(3.) To petition the Synod respecting 
any improvement of the diocese, or the 
Assembly respecting any which regard 
the whole Establishment. 


2. Tue ConGREGATION. 


To have a veto on the appointment of 
the Minister. 


3. Toe Commirrre. 


(1.) To examine all candidates for 
orders, and then to sanction or forbid 
their ordination by the majority of 
voices. 

(2.) To exercise the veto instead of 
the congregation, after the congregation 
shall have nullified the appointments of 
the patron a given number of times. 

_(3.) To suspend offending clergymen 
till the next meeting of the Synod. 

(4.) To sit monthly. 


4, Tue Synop. 


(1.) To elect the bishop. The Crown 
to have a veto, 3 

(2.) To correct all acts of the Com- 
mittee on appeal. 

(3.) To punish offending clergymen. 

(4.) To correct church disorders with- 
in the diocese. 4 

(5.) To enact laws for the diocese, 
not inconsistent with general laws. 

(6.) To confer together on the ad- 
vancement of religion within the dio- 
cese. 
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(7.) To petition the Assembly for 
general improvements. , 

(8.) To begin their Session with pub- 
lic preaching and prayer. 

(9.) To begin and close every meeting 
throughout the Session with prayer . 

(10.) To meet every six months, 


5. Tue AssemBiy. 


(1.) To make general laws. 

(2.) To correct the acts of the Sy- 
nods. 

3.) To punish offending bishops. 

4) To confer together on the ad- 
vancement of religion in the Establish- 
ment and in the world. 

(5.) To begin their session with pub- 
lic preaching and prayer. 

(6.) To begin and close every meet- 
ing through the session with prayer. 

(7.) To meet annually ; and when- 
ever conyoked by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 


1. In general, each Church authority 
ought to have full liberty of action 
within its sphere, in all things not con- 
trary to the regulations of a superior 
authority. 

2. An appeal should lie from one tri- 
bunal to another, on the ground of law, 
but none on the ground of fact. 


Exception 1. This rule must not ex- 
tend to the Committee, all whose acts 
should be under the control of the Sy- 
nod. 

Exception 2. Clergymen thinking them- 
selves unjustly punished by the Synod 
should have right to appeal to the As- 
sembly. 


3. None of the five tribunals should 
entertain any questions respecting 
church property, which must be left to 
Parliament and to the Courts of Law. 
But they should have the right of abso- 
lute decision in all questions and cases 
of discipline, to whatever degree pecus 
niary interests may be incidentally af- 
fected. 


II. The Constitution of the Ecclesi- 
astical Courts. 


1. Tue Cuuncu consists of all the 
communicants, with the clergyman as 
president. 

2, Tur ConGREGATION may consist of 
all those above twenty-one years of age, 
who have held sittings in the church 
for two years, with the clergyman as 
president. 

3. Tun ComMitTEgs may consist of 
twelve clergymen and twelve laymen, 
chosen annually by the Synod from 
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among its own members, with the bishop 
or his deputy as president. 

4, Tue Synop may .be composed in 
the following manner :— 

(1.) Let the diocese be divided into 
districts containing each six churches. 

(2.) Let the clergy of each district 
annually choose one of their number to 
represent them at the Synod. 

(3.) Let the churches of the district 
(the clergy having no votes) annually 
choose one of the lay communicants to 
represent them at the Synod. 

(4.) Let the bishop preside. 

5. Tue AssremBLy may consist of two 
houses. 

(1.) The Upper House to consist of 
the bishops alone. 

(2.) The Lower House to consist of 
an equal number of clerical and lay de- 
puties, chosen annually by the synods, 
each synod to send four lay deputies and 
four clerical. 


By this constitution of the Church, 
great evils may be remedied now, and 
prevented for the future. 

It would exclude many improper 
persons from the sacraments, many unfit 
candidates from ordination, and many 
unsuitable Clergymen from livings and 
bishoprics. 

It would provide for the exercise of a 
control over Bishops and Clergymen. 

Without interfering with the liberty 
of individuals, it would furnish the 
Church with an effective legislature. 

By affording to many Clergymen and 
Laymen a share in the administration of 
the Church, it would render it popular 
with its members, and would shield it 
from the attacks of its enemies, 

It would free the government from 
bearing the odium which sometimes falls 
upon the Church, and the Church from 
sharing in the occasional unpopularity 
of the Government. 

And, lastly, it would prepare the 
Church to maintain its Ministers and its 
buildings, should it ever cease to be an 
Establishment. 


On the whole plan it is obvious 
to remark that the great question, 
Whether government is at liberty to 
impose any system on the nation, 
is taken for granted. Its voluntary 
or compulsory support, is not dis- 
cussed in this work. But this is 
the point where the great contest 
must be maintained. 

Many principles are assumed by 
the author which, being unsound, 
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leaves the superstructure he has 
raised without any security. The 
Dissenters will be glad to meet the 
Episcopalians as he proposes, in all 
the reciprocations of Christian 
friendship. They will be ready to 
exchange pulpits, and to commune 
with them in all such cases as pre- 
sent the proof of decided conver- 
sion to God; but the government 
of this country will be greatly de- 
ceived, if ever they expect the peo- 
ple will compromise the principle 
of compulsion. They have seen 
the vision of their emancipation ; 
they have sought it, and it must be 
had. 

But the plan will require much 
modification before any very confi- 
dential intercourse could subsist be- 
tween the episcopacy and the con- 
gregational churches. If any con- 
siderable portion of the public 
should voluntarily adoptit,the great 
point of a saving conversion to God 
could not be secured in the commu- 
nicants. The church is but one 
and a most limited part of the 
whole, fettered in its operations by 
“diocesan and general laws.” He 
might find a few of the congrega- 
tional churches by whom this would 
be disregarded; but most would 
shrink at the idea of diminishing 
the importance of a point so funda- 
mental in the gospel system. 

It is greatly to be desired, that 
those who write on solemn sub- 
jects would reveal their names. For 
the other anonymous pamphlet 
contains, with little to recommend it, 
a sentiment of great importance. 
At page 11, the author writes, ‘‘The 
throne rests upon the altar, as it 
ought to do; and the destruction of 
the latter, must necessarily lead to 
the subversion of the former, as in 
1600,” If this witness be true, how 
can our more respectable friend be 
right in stating that ‘“‘the whole 
object {of the Establishment is to. 
furnish Christian instruction to the 
people?” The politicians who 
founded it, and those who uphold 
it, must have regarded it more as an 
instrument of government, than as, 
one employed in the conversion of 
souls. 

When divine truth and divine 
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ercy are fully appreciated, and 
faithfully used, they give security 
to every human right, whether it be 
claimed by a peasant or a king. 
The power they exert over mankind 
having been discovered, rulers 
have sought to use them through 
artifice, in strengthening claims 
that are unrighteous. Hence, those 
whom God has graciously tanght 
to love his holy word, have often 
been obliged to bear their testimony 
against oppression. The libellous 
tract entitled, ‘‘ Dissent Antimo- 
narchical,” &c., is intended to de- 
fame this fidelity of good men; but 
the plan of Church reform before 
usis objectionable here, because it 
affords no protection against this 
awful debasement of our holy reli- 
gion. 

Advocates for establishments 
plead, that compulsory support is 
necessary to give {dignity and inde- 
pendence to the Christian minister. 
The respected author of ‘‘ Funda- 
imental Reform ” states, thata bishop 
cannot be faithful, because he has 
to ‘‘act alone.” A pastor is not 
able to preserve the sacraments 
from pollution, because he has to 
“act alone ;”” he cannot reprove the 
guilty, . he . must ‘‘act. alone,” 
This witness is true, but his testi- 
mony proves that the system which 
has been so long supported by com- 
pulsion is of no spiritual utihty. 

The reform nowsuggested will not 
free the clergy from worldly corrup- 
tion, and political restraint, unless 
the church be delivered from com- 
pulsory support. No government 
will suffer an organized body within 
itself, possessing one-ninth of the 
whole national property, without 
placing withinit agents for its own 
use. And besides, while livings 
come by compulsion, they will ever 
be sought by means which gratify 
the instruments for executing the 
Injustice. Since man was formed 
from his mother earth, no human 
interest has ever required so much 
sophistry to conceal, or so much 
violence to secure, as the compul- 
sory support of religion ; and from 
nothing has so many evils flowed 
into society. 

_ At page 41, the author of “ Fun- 
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damental Reform ”’ has expressed 
a ‘jast indignity at one argument 
used in favour of the Establish- 
ment. That very love of wealth 
which Paul so solemnly prohibits in 
his son Timothy, is flattered by ex- 
orbitant incomes, beld out to tempt 
young men of rank, &c., into the 
Church. Let any one consider for 
a moment, what must have been the 
amount of crime accumulated by 
defilement in the sanctuary, since 
this device of Satan first took effect. 
What can the few pious clergymen 
do to correct the folly of worldly- 
mindedness, compared with the in- 
fluence of twelve thousand clergy 
scrambling after four hundred 
livings in the gift of the crown, and 
those which are sold to the highest 
bidder, in defiance of laws to pro- 
hibit simony. 

To enumerate evils is never plea- 
sant, especially when dealing with 
those who have been candid; and 
therefore, this part of the question 
is referred with greater pleasure to 
a further opportunity. 

At page 59, is rather a gross mis- 
take. Speaking of the destitute 
population in the cities, &c., he 
says, “‘ Without the Establishment, 
this part of the population cannot 
be instructed ; they (the Dissenters) 
have not done it—they cannot doit. 
The Establishment opposes no ob- 
stacle in their way.” If he had to 
sustain the voluntary exertions of 
Dissenters, under the awful pressure 
of compulsory exactions which they 
bear, he would feel otherwise. The 
obstacle it opposes is of two kinds ; 
first, it limits their exertions by ex- 
hausting the resources ofChristians, 
so that men feel surprised when 
they see what is done for others, by 
men who have done solittle for them- 
selves; and, secondly, it renders 
the gospel odious through exactions 
forcibly imposed upon the irreli- 
gious, 

The remedy now proposed for 
this evil is not good. The people 
are invited to petition parliament 
for a fresh grant of £1,000,000 to 
build new churches, and for endow- 
ments to the amountof £200,000 a 
year. Would it not be better to 
fill the churches that now stand 


110 


empty first? Within the curve 
daily described by the shadow from 
the cross on St. Paul’s, there is a 
population as hopeless as any on 
this globe, that never enter its spa- 
cious walls. Might not the min- 
isters employed there go} out and 
fetch these wanderers in? What 
would a new church do on Saffron 
Hill? Bricks and mortar never 
change the hearts of men; they 
need another kind of help. 
Let the nation be relieved from 
these religious burdens, that do no 
good, but harm; and voluntary 
Christian zeal will, as it did in for- 
mer days, carry the word of life into 
every scene of wretchedness and sin. 

For the suggestion just named, 
the author is indebted to Dr. 
Chalmers and the Scotch Bill. The 
Dissenters in the north have peti- 
tioned against it. The author hopes 
that the English Dissenters will not 
interfere. For this expected ac- 
quiescence, he proposes that they 
be admitted to a share in the gene- 
rosity of government, especially in 
the erection of their meeting-houses. 
Perhaps this will be found a mis- 
calculation. The men who so lately 
refused to receive the Regium Do- 
num will not be easily beguiled into 
such a sacrifice of their consistency. 
Whatever government may propose, 
the equality they seek 1s perfect 
and unqualified religious liberty. 

On the subject of meeting-houses, 
much attention should be paid at 
the present juncture. The expense 
of renewing trust-deeds is a heavy 
and unrighteous tax on every dis- 
senting congregation, and the debts 
contracted constantly demand from 
different denominations not less 
than £20,000 a year, to be raised 
for interest. Forrelief in the first 
instance, petitions should be sent 
to parliament incessantly, until the 
grievance be reduced by a law en- 
abling them to hold their houses for 
worship, and burial-grounds, with- 
out such expensive and hazardous 
restrictions. But, in the latter case, 
they must have recourse to econ- 
omy in their expenditures, and 
careful activity in raising supplies 
through the voluntary benevolence 
of their friends. 
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Our author has expressed much 
respect for many of the dissenters, 
and proposes increased fellowship 
between them and Christian bre- 
thren within the Establishment. 
This would do more than anything 
to facilitate the proceedings of each 
party, and to secure a final consoli- 
dation of their interests. At pre- 
sent, we know s0 little of each 
other, that we seem unable to ob- 
serve even a common share of jus-~ 
tice in the occasional intercourse 
which is allowed. The honourable 
and reverend author would not have 
blended them so unceremoniously 
with Mr. O’Connell, if he had 
really known the Dissenters. His 
calculation of advantage from some 
parts of the plan proposed for fun- 
damental reform, rests upon similar 
ignorance of their system, and the 
detail of its working. 

The following are important data 
for the use of our brethren, 

“Tf the Establishment can be 
shown to have an equal proportion 
of good and evil, the propriety of 
its preservation would be doubt- 
ful.” ‘*Ifit can be proved to be in- 
jurious, it ought to be given up.” 
“‘The property of the church is 
the property of the nation, and may 
be disposed of by government when 
the support of an Establishment is 
proved to be injurious.” 

On the Irish Bill and Church 
affairs, the principle of justice is 
again resigned in favour of expedi- 
ency. ‘‘If injury result to rejigion in 
Treland through the existence of a 
Protestant Establishment, it ought 
to be broken up.” But what En- 
glishman can glance his eyes at 
that unhappy land, without feeling 
that the expediency of establish- 
ments is totally overthrown? Com- 
pared with the state of things a few 
years since, there may have been 
some improvement; and, what must 
be the obduracy of that nature 
which will not change at all, under 
discipline and danger such as they 
have felt?’ But the improvement is 
no pledge of future health. If an 
itinerancy as numerous as_ the 
preaching orders of Rome, were 
sent to traverse every foot of that 
unhappy island. under the present 


Review.—Dr. Cox on the Revival of Religion. 


system, it is impossible that it should 
succeed. When a subscription was 
made lately for the poor clergy in 
Treland, the mode in which English- 
men pointed at the hand-bill, show- 
ed their feeling towards the mur- 
derous tithe exactions which were 
levied on the Irish people for their 
support; yet, because there were 
individuals in distress, not through 
real want, but through the misap- 
propriation of funds raised by com-~- 
pulsion, for their subsistence; 
though crime was heaped on crime 
in causing this distress, yet it was 
relieved with a munificence peculiar 
to the people of this country. Still 
the nation must ring with complaints 
against the voluntary principle ; and 
all the evils of Ireland must be as- 
signed to the want of more com- 
pulsory endowments. 

If the Protestant clergy had the 
welfare of Ireland at heart, they 
might have greatly advanced it by 
encouraging the improvement of 
their own lands ; instead of that,the 
vast and unproductive domains of 
the different episcopal sees, serve 
only to insult the public calamity. 
As often as they issue from their 
palaces to preach the gospel, every 
field reverberates the voice of some 
hungry labourer crying, ‘‘Fiat justi- 
tia.” First, be so kind as to do us 
justice, and then we will study and 
improve your mercy. 


Suggestions Designed to promote the Revi- 
vuland Extension of Religion, founded 
on observations made during a journey in 
the United States of America, in the 
Spring and Summer of 1835. By the 
Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D. Fourth 
Edition.—Ward and Co. 1836. 


This is a most seasonable tract ; 
and we receive it with gratitude 
and pleasure, as the first-fruits of 
his American tour, presented to the 
churches by our esteemed brother. 
Its value as a practical manual on 
the subject of which it treats is, we 
rejoice to see, publicly appreciated. 
The fourth edition is in rapid circu- 
lation; and if our recommendation 
carry any weight, it will be followed 
by many editions more. Our rea- 


ders will have perceived from the | 


pages of the Magazine, in the last 
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two numbers, that our denomina- 
tion is alive, in various parts of it, 
to the importance of those divine 
visitations which are familiarly de- 
scribed as Revivals. Some of our 
churches have been graciously fa- 
voured with them. Others we know 
are praying for them. In different 
directions, attention is afresh 
awakened to the means of promot- 
ing them ; and it may be taken as an 
omen of the coming mercy, if the 
desire after their enjoyment shall 
generally prevail. Dr. Cox’s ex- 
cellent tract will be of essential 
service, we trust, in two ways; 
first, by kindling this desire where 
it is latent, into a bright flame of de- 
votion, and urging to the adoption 
of definite and practical means to 
obtain the wished-for blessing ; and 
then, by suggesting what those 
are, and directing us in their use. 
In the latter point of view, some of 
his recommendations are deserving 
of the best attention. We concur 
with him sincerely when he points 
out a friendlyseparation in churches 
—journeys undertaken, for the ex- 
press and sole purpose of promoting 
religion—and protracted meetings, 
as among the most valuable order 
of means for promoting the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
To the former of these points we 
adverted in our editorial address at 
the beginning of the year: and we 
close this article with the following 
passage relating to it, in which the 
example of the American brethren 
is with so much just feeling proposed 
to-our imitation :— 


“Instances of friendly division for 
the purpose of extending the Redeemer’s 
cause in populous cities, or increasing 
neighbourhoods, are of almost daily oc- 
currence. When a church has attained 
toa certain magnitude and importance, 
the pastor and the people willingly dis- 
miss a portion of their number, to take 
possession of another field of labour. 
They then present the charming pros- 
pect of a people divided, but not dis- 
united ; diverse in operation, but one in 
spirit. Their location may be very near, 
and they run the race of a holy rival- 
ship. ach rejoices in the welfare of 
the other, as the original church renews 
its strength by fresh accessions, and the 
new one rises into importance by fre- 
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quent additions ; at length others spring 
up in quick and welcome succession 
around, and the joyful issue of a series 
of pure and concurrent efforts for the 
diffusion of the gospel is seen in the 
very terms of first, second, third, and 
fourth church, by which they are fre- 
quently designated. Experience has 
shown that a church acting on this prin- 
ciple of faith and love, has been like 
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some of the noble plants of nature, 
which multiply their shoots and acquire 
strength by frequent cuttings ; and how 
lovely is the sight, and how prosperous 
the state of religion, when the primary 
church, like a patriarch in advancing 
years, can look round upon a growing 
family of its offspring churches, settled 
near, as the props of its age, and the par- 
ticipators of its happiness !’’—pp. 16,17. 


BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


_ Moral Reform Tracts. Nos. 1 to 6. 
Ward and Co.—The title appears to be 
borrowed from New York in the United 
States. We wish all possible success to 
the benevolent friends engaged in this 
work; but we have no confidence in 
morality, if it be separated from the 
gospel of Christ. 

The Friend of Sinners, &c. Edited by 
John Cox, of Woolwich ; and published for 
the ‘benefit of the Maritime Penitent Fe- 
male Refuge. Ward: and Co.—‘* The 
Editor desires to present his thanks, 
particularly, to Mr. Thomas Rage, who 
so cheerfully responded to the call 
amidst much family affliction.” 

The Pastor’s Prayer for the People of his 
Charge; an Affectionate Address to the 
Church of Christ. By David Denham, 
Minister of Unicorn Yard Chapel, Tooley 
Street, Southwark. pp. 61. Wightman, 
—This address is what it professes to 
be, “affectionate;” it suggests many 
valuable counsels, and urges them b 
various important considerations ; and, 
were they to secure the attention to 
which they are entitled, the effect 
would he most gratifying. 

A New and Improved Catechism of 
Useful Knowledge, &c. By William An- 
gus, A. M., Teacher in Glasgow. Simpkin 
and Co.—A. very pretty little book, 
which has merit that cannot fail to re- 
commend it. 

The Rule of Christianity, in regard to 
Conformity to the World. By Albert Burns. 
pp. 64. Ball.—This elegant little tract 
is founded on the inspired prohibition, 
«« And be not conformed to this world.” 
The subject is very important, and treat- 
ed judiciously and impressively. We 
sincerely hope that the editor will be en- 
couraged by a speedy and extensive cir- 
culation of this salutary Christian coun- 
sel. 


Minor Poems. Wightman.—This little 
volume contains an affectionate tribute 
to the memory of the late Rev. James 
Upton, of Blackfriars ; and will be sure 
to receive attention on that account, if 
it had not other attractions. 

Mercy to the Chief of Sinners, in the 
Case of Mrs. Lucinda Sly and John 
Dempsey, who were executed in Carlow, on 
the 30th March, 1835. By the Rev. W. 
Blood. Second Edition. Nishet,—This 
reprint has been recommended by Dr. 
Cooke, Dr. Hanna, Professor Edgar, and 
many other persons well known here. 

Illustrations of the New Testament. Part 
Second. Churton.—The engravings in 
this part are, ‘‘ The Angel announcing . 
the Nativity—Christ praying on the 
Mount—The Raising of Lazarus—Peter 
delivered from the Prison by the Angel 
—The Baptism of Christ—The Angel 
announcing the Nativity,’ (the first of 
these is by Martin, the second by West- 
all) «¢ Paul on the Island of Malta—The 
Angel binding Satan.” 

The English Bible, Its History and Re- 
sults. pp. 126. Ward and Co.—Before 
the reader reaches the neat title-page of 
this little handsome publication enye- 
loped in morocco, with gilt edges, he is 
greeted by an engraving of ** Coverdale 
translating the Bible,” and on the next 
page he is presented with a portrait of 
Wickliff; after which, his attention is 
drawn to a history of the Bible, from 
the eighth to the nineteenth century. 
This is a very suitable present to young 
persons, andit may be expected will be 
much inquired after for that purpose. 

Dorcas; or Female Christian Benevo- 
lence Exemplified. By the Rev. John 
Bruce, Author One Sympathy,”  &c. 
Hamilton, Adams, and Co.—Well fitted 
to engage the attention of pious females 
to every good work. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN, 


MONTREAL. 

In consequence of the state of his 
health, the Rev. John Gilmore, the 
esteemed pastor of the Baptist church 
in this place, resigned his pastoral 
charge in the autumn of last year, and 
is succeeded in his office by our well 
known and much respected friend, Mr. 
Newton Bosworth. 

We have been favoured with the 
perusal of a letter from Mr. Gilmore, 
from which we make the following in- 
teresting extract; only premising that 
Mr. G. now devotes himself to the 
labours of an evangelist, itinerating 
through various parts of Canada. 

“IT am at present at Soul; the people 
here, having heard I was leaving on ac- 
count of my health, wished me to pay 
them a visit, and try and do them some 
good.. I remain here about eight days 
longer ; then proceed up the Ottowa. 
We had a protracted meeting at Foxes’ 
Point in the beginning of July, which 
issued in a most interesting revival of 
religion. About seventy have been 
added to the church, and the work still 
goes forward. The consequence of the 
revival has been, the formation of ano- 
ther church, at Ponticute Bay, consist- 
ing of about twelve members. We 
purpose to commence a series of meet- 
ings at this place, and hope that God 
will bless our attempt. Mr. Jamieson, 
who is stationed at Hull, has formed a 
church ; and many are turning to God. 
He purposes having a protracted meet- 
ing soon. We intend, also, to form our- 
selves into an association.” 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Agreeably with the hope we ex- 
pressed in our Jast, we have much grati- 
fication in announcing, that General 
Bourke, the governor of New South 
Wales, has acceded to the application 
which we stated had been made for the 
bestowment of the plot of ground on 
which to erect a Baptist chapel ; which 
information is conveyed to us by the 
following extract from the officialfletter of 
the Secretary of the colony : ‘‘1 have the 
honour, by direction of his Excellency 
the Governor, to inform you that, by 
by the advice of the law-officers with 
whom the Rev. John Saunders has been 


in communication, it is intended to con- 
vey the ground to Messrs. Edward Hunt, 
Robert Bourne, Robert White, and W. 
H. Tibbey, for the benefit of the Baptist 
community, under condition of erecting 
a chapel of the value of 1£800 within 
eighteen months, and for which purpose 
the law-officers have been instructed to 
prepare the necessary form of deed.” 

It is not the least pleasing fact in con» 
nexion with the subject, that this letter 
was addressed to the Rey. R, Mansfield, 
formerly a minister of the Wesleyan 
society, who has not only come forward 
in a most kind manner to make known 
the wishes of his Baptist brethren to 
the government, but has also given an 
earnest of the hearty interest he has 
taken in the case, by contributing three 
guineas towards building this place of 
worship. 

The four friends alluded to in the 
above letter are the Committee for carry- 
ing the plan into effect, and are (we be- 
lieve) two of them Baptists, aud the 
other two Pedobaptists. 

Although £800 is stated as the sum 
which the trustees must expend, yet it 
was found quite impossible to keep 
within that amount, as the following 
extracts from the Rev. J. Saunders’s 
letters will show: ‘‘ The estimates were 
£1300, and we find we cannot get any- 
thing of a suitable size under £1000. 
What are we to do? The chapel must 
be built, or we shall lose our congregation ; 
the people come, and are obliged to go 
away again, as they cannot get into our 
present room. Ought we not to remove 
such a stumbling-block out of their 
way?” “The necessity for the erection 
of this chapel need hardly be pointed 
out, when we name that, out of the or- 
dinary government revenue for the year 
1832, of £122,000, upwards of £90,000 
was derived from spirit-drinking and its 
agencies. In such a case the popula- 
tion must be of the most degraded and 
desperate character, and no wonder that 
religion should be at the lowest ebb. 
Dr. Lang, an eminent Presbyterian 
minister, says; ‘ It isalmost unnecessary 
to speak of the state of religion in such 
a condition of society. The few indi- 
viduals who maintained a higher charac- 
ter were struggling above water amidst 
avast whirlpool of iniquity and pollu- 
tion.’”’ 

R 
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By the last advices, however, we 
learn that nearly £300 had been sub- 
scribed at Sydney for the building; and 
we think we shall not err in expressing 
a hope, that many of our readers will 
feel disposed to help our friends in this 
important undertaking, and encourage 
our missionary brother, who, though, he 
went forth unaided and alone, now looks 
to Britain to support that work of God 
in which he is embarked. 

Want of space forbids us to say 
more: but to those (and we trust there 
are many) who—by considering the awful 
state of the population on the one hand, 
andthe blessed prospect which appears to 
be opening through the instrumentality 
of this church to act upon it on the 
other—are disposed to contribute to the 
erection of this chapel, we are autho- 
rized to state, that subscriptions will be 
received by the Rev. John Dyer, Fen 
Court; Rey. Isaiah Birt and Dr. Cox, 
Hackney ; Dr. Hoby, Birmingham ; 
Rev. E. Steane, Camberwell; Rev. J. 
E. Giles, Salter’s Hall; and Mr. A. 
Saunders, 58, Strand, London. 


DOMESTIC. 


LADY HEWLEY’S CHARITY. 

During the past month, the important 
question relating to the appropriation 
and trusteeship of the funds of this 
charity has been determined against the 
Unitarians, ‘by the decision of Lord 
Lyndhurst and the two common law 
judges, Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. 
Justice Patterson, associated witb his 
lordship in the hearing of the case when 
he held the great seal. The luminous 
and conclusive exposition of the grounds 
of the judgment, as well as the very 
decisive nature of the judgment itself, 
has left no pretext of an appeal to the 
Lords ; and it is understood that none is 
intended. In bringing the defendants to 
the determination of not appealing, it 
may be supposed also that the cir- 
cumstance of their being judged by 
Lord Lyndhurst to pay their own costs 
jn the present instance, is not without 
its influence. The following passages 
from his lordship’s judgment, explain 
the intentions of Lady Hewley in her 
gift of the property, and the principal 
reasons for taking its administration out 
of the hands of the present Socinian 
trustees. 

«The questionis, whatare the objects of 
the charity ? By the deed of 1704 the 
objects were, to assist poor and godly 
preachers of Christ’s holy g¢spel; to 
assist poor and godly widows of such 
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preachers ; to encourage and promote the 
preaching of Christ’s holy gospel among 
poor congregations ; to assist the educa- 
tion of young men designed for the 
ministry of Christ’s holy gospel; and 
lastly, to assist godly persons in distress. 
The second deed, that of 1707, provided 
for a number of poor people in an alms- 
house, which had been founded by Lady 
Hewley, and gave further aid to the 
objects of the first deed. * * * * * * 

“‘T have read through and considered 
the whole of the evidence in this cause, 
and the result has been to satisfy my 
own mind irresistibly that Lady Hewley 
was not an exception to the general rule 
of belief in the class of Protestant 
Dissenters to which she belonged, but 
was a Trinitarian. Then what did she 
mean by godly preachers of Christ’s 
holy gospel? Did she found a charity 
for encouraging the propagation of 
doctrines directly at variance with her 
own belief in essential and fundamental 
points of faith, which were always con- 
sidered as essential by every church, as 
one of the defendants, Dr. Kenrick, in a 
printed sermon admits ? Would she give 
a fund for ever to promote the preaching 
of opposite doctrines? It would require 
much argument and proof to make us 
believe that was her intention. * * * * 
On these two grounds—first, that I 
cannot presume this pious lady intended 
to encourage the preaching of doctrines 
directly at variance with what she must 
have’considered essential to Christianity ; 
and secondly, that I cannot presume she 
intended to encourage the preaching of 
doctrines contrary to the law ;* I must 
hold that it was not her intention to pro- 
mote and encourage the preaching of 
Unitarian doctrines. * * * * From all 
these facts, and proofs, and admissions, 
and probabilities, | must conclude that 
this lady did not intend her bounty for 
the preaching of the doctrines held by 
Unitarians, That is the conclusion to 
which I have come, after mature de- 
liberation, without any communication 
on it with either of my learned friends; 
and in that conclusion, and also in the 
grounds of that conclusion, I find that 
we substantially agree. * * * * * * * 

““ Another question for me now to dis- 
pose of is this—how have the funds been 
administered 1 * * * * T am justified in 
saying that the funds have been mis- 
applied, not only upon my view of the 
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* Those who denied the Godhead of Christ 
were excluded from the benefits of the Tolera- 
tion Act of 1688, and the Blasphemy Act of 1608 
subjected them to severe penalties. 
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deeds of foundation, but also from this 
undue leaning towards the Unitarians. 
From what I say I do not wish it to be 
supposed I desire to speak offensively of 
any parties. The conclusion to which I 
come on this point also is, the Vice- 
chancellor was right in declaring that 
the trustees should be removed. The 
result of my deliberation and judgment 
is, that I pronounce the judgment of the 
Vice-chancellor to be affirmed; the de- 
fendants paying their own costs of the 
appeal.” 

We understand that Lord Henley is 
the master in chancery to whom the ap- 
pointment of new trustees is referred, 
and we trust proper measures have been 
taken to obtain for our own denomination 
some share in the distribution of thisim- 
portant charity. Its annual value we 
believe is about £3000. 

This decision is likely to draw after it 
the recovery of other trust property 
which is now misapplied in a similar 
manner, to the support of Socinianism. 
The “Wolverhampton case will be de- 
termined by it. And if it be followed 
out by the instituting of legal proceed- 
ings in all cases of the like kind, probably 
the major part of the endowments which 
now uphold this heresy will be restored 
to purposes coincident with the inten- 
tions of the pious and orthodox bene- 
factors. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT AND VOLUNTARY 
CHURCHES COMPARED. 
The total number of congregations se- 
parate from the Established Church at 
the close of 1835, stands thus :— 


Roman Catholics..........- ‘416 
res Dy teriane,.semis\e si0 +-\0 sm LOG 
Independents: ) aj.te a,0\0)510 1s 1840 
SATNGI SUS gs Ayan oan cie ecrsels,« 1201 
Calvinistic Methodists...... 427 


Wesleyan Methodists ....... 2818 


Other Methodists.......... 666 
COE ee eae pisuaiss hats 396 
Home Missionary and other 
ShitH Tye Re Ge a enoerac 453 
Total of Nonconformist Con- 
8414 


gregatlons.....-.-..s-..- 
Now it appears from the best autho- 
rities, that the number of Episcopalian 
churches and chapels in England is 
11,825, giving to the established deno- 
mination 3,411 more places of worship 
than are possessed by all the other de- 
nominations united. It is possible that 
some ardent churchmen will not be sa- 
tisfied with this, and will protest against 
the introduction of our Home Mission- 
ary stations, and other such humble 
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places of worship, into the account at 
all. We cannot, however, admit that 
protest,and will show reasons why their 
number ought to be much increased. 

It doubtless has a very imposing 
sound to talk of 11,825 churches and 
chapels ; but what will our readers say 
when we prove that more than half o 
them are not equal to our Home Mis- 
slonary stations in the number of their 
worshippers? 

It is generally known that the popu- 
lation of the parishes is very unequal, 
but few who have not attended to the 
subject would expect to find it to the 
extent which the following summary of 
the parishes and townships of England 
demonstrates, and which we extract 
from the Report of his Majesty’s Com- 
missioners on the Poor Laws. 

Parishes, &c., with a population 


From 2 to 10 souls .. 54: 
From 10 to 20M onedie pe LaO 
From 20 to OO avsieeacnies 511 
From 50 to 100... pipe Clie 
Prom) 100: tow 300).25.). 4411 
From  300'to — 500...... 2843 
Brom ¥500' to" — G00. cc dees 2042 
Brom sS00tto = L000). .cc.6 ates 733 
From 1000 to 2000..... . 1409 
From 2000 to 3000...... 402 
From 3000 to 4000........ 199 
From 4000 to 5000........ 122 
From 5000 to 10,000......... 239 
From 10,000 to 50,000.... ... 116 


From 50,000 upwards ....+--. 10 

Thus] it appears that there are 6208 
parishes in England alone, that have 
only an average population of 120 souls 
each. Now it must be remembered, 
that about three-tenths of that number 
are children under ten years of age, an- 
other two-tenths are made up of the sick 
and the aged; it is therefore obvious 
that, if we assume that all the villagers 
are disposed to go to church (but alas! 
how unlikely an assumption!), there 
will not be an average of more than sixty 
persons that can attend public worship 
in each of these parish churches. We 
should like to learn the average number 
of those who do attend them, Now we 
know that in the rural districts there are 
scores of places which do not appear in 
our lists, where the gospel is preached 
to more than sixty persons weekly ! and 
we leave every impartial inquirer to 
judge, whether our little chapel congre- 
gations may not take their stand beside 
the little congregations of more than six 
thousand churches of the Establishment ? 
We therefore are disposed to believe, 
that were all the sections of the noncon- 
formist body in England to return all the 
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places which are used by them exclu- 
sively as places of public worship, they 
would find the gross number, both of 
places and attendants, would approxi- 
mate very near to, jif not actually ex- 
ceed, that of the Established Church. If 
this assumption be correct, we come to 
the conclusion, that the voluntary prin- 
ciple in religion has enabled the Non- 
conformists to provide by their minis- 
ters an equal amount of religious in- 
struction with that afforded by a richly 
endowed Establishment,while they have, 
at the same time, been burdened with 
its legal, yet unrighteous imposts.— 
Congregational Magazine. 


TESTIMONIALS OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

It has long been a source of regret to 
my mind, that no regular order is ob- 
served by our churches, in reference to 
the removal of members to distant parts, 
without testimonials of their membership 
from the church with which they stand 
connected. The consequence of this, in 
toomany instances, has been, that, having 
no introduction to Christian society, they 
have readily met with companions op- 
posed to our religious principles, and 
have sometimes associated even with the 
ungodly, under whose influence their 
affections have either greatly declined 
from the ways of God, or haye been en- 
tirely estranged from them. 

Having myself known some painful 
instances of this evil, I feel very anxious 
that an attempt should be made to remedy 
it, that it may no longer impair the 
welfare and honour of our churches; and 
as they are all more or less interested in 
this subject, would it not be practicable 
for them to adopt some such plan as the 
following. 

Let each church furnish a ticket to 
every member quarterly, to certify that 
at the date of this ticket such an 
individual was an honorable member of 
the church at ——— and in full com- 
munion with the same ; and by producing 
this ticket to the officiating minister of 
any distant church, such a member may 
be admitted to occasional communion 
with that society. These tickets should 
be renewed by the pastor or deacons 
where the individual may reside, at the 
expiration of the quarter. I would pro- 
pose that a small sum be paid for each 
ticket, by which a fund might be raised 
for some benevolent purpose; say to 
render assistance to ministers with 
slender salaries. 

I trust these suggestions may meet the 
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eye of some of your able correspondents 
who feel an interest in this important sub- 
ject, and that it may lead to some judi- 
cious arrangement with regard to it. 

A Country Deacon. 


DENOMINATIONAL STATISTICS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


I perceive increasingly the importance 
of the statistical account of Baptist 
churches, which you are collecting ; and 
earnestly hope our brethren, throughout 
the country, will promptly turn their 
attention to this simple, unostentatious, 
and useful design. 

If trouble and expense were not in- 
surmountable objections, it might be 
highly desirable to send a circular to 
every church, stating the precise nature 
and design of what is requested. I am 
persuaded, it has never come under the 
notice of many; and that it would only 
require a personal and kind request, to 
insure general attention. As the utility 
of these statistics would depend upon 
their accredited accuracy, it would be a 
great desideratum, that ministers and 
others should take the trifling pains 
actually to count their congregations a 
few times; for it is surprising, what 
mistakes are often made in gross calcu- 
lations. If they would, also, distinguish 
the numbers of children, whether in or 
out of the Sabbath school, which are 
under the age of twelve years, I imagine 
it would be very useful; for above that 
age, they are chiefly capable of under- 
standing the nature of divine worship, 
and are on the verge of active and bene- 
ficial employment. 

Permit me to say, from the local 
knowledge I have, I think very consider- 
able mistakes are made in the accounts 
of the Devonshire churches, as far as 
they go. Probably this may arise, in 
part, from the information not being 
sufficiently recent, or not obtained from 
accurate observers near the spot. 

My apology for these remarks must 
be,—the interest I feel in the subject, 
and my desire that the account should 
be duly available. I have now in my 
possession a pamphlet, published a few 
weeks since, by an Independent minis- 
ter of considerable notoriety, in which 
he states, that the Baptists are the 
smallest sect of orthodox Christians. Is 
this correct? If not, surely, it might 
be as well to set our neighbours right 
upon the subject, for the benefit of our 
own order, and their information. 


8.8. Hatc#. 
Honiton, Jan, 22, 1836, 
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BAPTIST HOME MISSION. 


Extract from the Quarterly Register for 
March, 1836. = 


Tur Committee frequently learn with 
surprise, that many friends in the coun- 
try still regret the want of information 
respecting the operations of this So- 
ciety; and still urge upon us the “ neces- 
sity of either communicating more fre- 
quently through the Baptist Magazine, 
or securing a more extensive circulation 
of our Quarterly Register.” 

To this the Committee reply, they 
had hoped, that by this time, their ob- 
ject and engagements would have been 
fully known ; as their HUNDRED AGENTS 
are employed in upwards of rorry 
counties in England, Wales, and adja- 
cent islands, But, interesting and ex- 
tensive as this field has become, scarcely 
a week passes but new applications are 
presented to the Committee, either for 
additional agents, or further assistance 
in continuing the work of the ministry 
in the destitute parts of our native land, 
Nearly ruirty such applications are now 
before the Committee, which remain 
unassisted entirely for want of runps! 
And still the complaint and counsel are 
reiterated : “ Your Society is not known, 
Why do you not publish a monthly ac- 
count in the Magazine like other Soci- 
eties?” &c., &c. Our Society, in this 
respect, has peculiar disadvantages. The 
reports we have to give are, perhaps, 
equally important and as well authenti- 
cated as those of other Societies; but 
they have not the air of novelty which 
characterizes reports from distant coun- 
tries ; nor the particular interest attend- 
ing those which may be daily seen, and, 
by a constant appeal to the senses, ren- 
der it impossible to forget them. And 
when cases of more than ordinary in- 
terest do occur, it is often a doubtful 
question, Whether the extensive publi- 
cation would do more good by awaken- 
ing the sympathy of friends; or harm, 
by exciting the prejudice and resistance 
of enemies? Yet, to publish all we 
know of the guilty negligence of others, 
would, in many cases, tend to shut the 
door of usefulness against ourselves ; 
whilst, if we bear in silence, we are 
left to languish for want of Christian 
Sympathy and support. Besides, we 
find printing very expensive; and hav- 
ing to travel over nearly the same 
ground for £2000 a year, that other 
Societies do for £20,000, the greatest 
economy is indispensable. 

The department of the field in which 
we labour is too distant to meet the 
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eye, too near and: familiar to affect the 
heart, as it ought to do, Besides, the 
local efforts of the same kind so nearly 
resemble the Home Missionary work, 
that many seem to be exempt from 
caring for their countrymen beyond the 
limits of their own vicinity. Were 
there pious active Christians in every 
parish, it would alter the case ; but 
alas! we often find, that in three or 
four adjacent parishes, there is no one 
caring for the souls of men ; and, but for the 
efforts of this and similar institutions, 
they would be almost entirely destitute 
of evangelical instruction. Our ‘Trea- 
surer is still in advance; and for the 
present quarter, there is no provision ! 
Men or Israet, HELP! 


BAPTIST CHURCH, EXETER. 


We have the pleasure of gratefully 
acknowledging the receipt of the under- 
mentioned sums, towards the purchase 
of our chapel, since our last communi- 
cation. On that occasion we were ap- 
prehensive that our efforts would not be 
sufficiently successful, to realize one- 
half of the purchase-money by the time 
it would be required, there being at that 
time £30 short of that amount; but by 
another appeal to the members of our 
church and congregation at Christmas, 
that sum was further subscribed and 
paid by them. An unavoidable delay 
on the part of the vendors in obtaining 
the execution of the purchase-deed, has 
given us the advantage of a little further 
time for the arrival of the contributions 
of our friends in answer to our appeal ; 
but as we are in daily expectation of 
being called on to settle the purchase, 
we take the present opportunity of re- 
questing that our friends who may have 
subscriptions on our account, will be so, 
kind as to forward them, with; as little 
delay as possible, to Mr. W. Davies, 
Allhallows-court, Exeter (by post-office 
order) ; or to Messrs. Hanbury, Bankers, 
60, Lombard-street, to our account with 
Messrs. Sparkes’ General Bank, Exeter. 


Epwarp Buxton, 
Joseru Roreston, 
Wiiiram Davies, 


Deacons. 


Contributions received. 


Sums already acknowledged 70 19 5 
Harlow, per Rev. Thomas 
BAC ressre ont iseeer satay cess 22. 10° 0 


Devonport per Rey.T.Horton 7 10 6 
Beverley, per Rev. R. John- 


SlON. wees cas a?) 
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Melksham, per Rey. — Rus- 

SOll shalaeise saree Aeeptealt Dy One 
Devizes, Building Fund.... 2 0 O 
Shrewton, Bethesda.-..-.. 1 0 0 
Basingstoke, collected in 

small sums, per Mr. P. W. 

Pearce. ..-« «+ ayeaioie aiaiele 4 0 0 
Newport, per R.S......... 5 9 YS) 
Gas cooper Gide oteiece sbl 2OmI0 


At Hanbury and Co.’s, per 
Rey. John Dyer :-— 


Coventry, per Rev. F. Frank- 


3 
Southwark, New Park-st., 
per Rev. Dr. Rippon.. 2 


0 
0 0 

Tewkesbury, per Rev. D. 
Trotman... ¢ 4 seletons sicl=s etd Ole O 
Per T. Wilson...... clea alate a) 
Oldham, per Rey. T. Steel 210 0 
Peri—i Dowell... ssceuee ye, 0 JO 


£111 1241 


CHAPELS OPENED. 


GOLCAR, YORKSHIRE, 


A few years since, the sum of one 
hundred pounds was left by a respectable 
member of the Baptist church, at Salen- 
dine Nook, Mr. Thomas Sykes, towards 
the erection of a chapel for the Baptist 
denomination, in the neighbouring town- 
ship of Golcar, parish of Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire; by the due allocation of 
which sum, and the benevolence of sur- 
rounding friends, a neat building, ca- 
pable of seating 700 persons, has been 
erected, and entirely paid for. The cha- 
pel was opened April 22nd, 1835, when 
the Rev. Dr. Steadman, of Bradford, and 
the late Rev. Samuel Saunders, of Liver- 
pool, officiated. A church consisting of 
twelve members, six of whom were re- 
cently baptized, and the remainder 
added from neighbouring churches, was 
formed on Dec. 23rd. The Rey. H, 
Holmes, of Pole Moor, commenced with 
reading and prayer; the Rey. Stephen 
Davis, of Clonmel, Ireland, preached 
from Eph. vy. 24: ‘ The church is gub- 
ject to Christ.” After the church was 
constituted, the Lord’s supper wag ad- 
ministered by Mr, Davis, assisted by 
Mr. Holmes, and by the Rev. F, w, 
Dyer, of Lockwood. ‘The hymns were 
read by the Rey, Geo. H. Davis, third 
son of the Rev. S. Daviss The con- 
gregations are uniformly good, and the 
prospect is very encouraging. 
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BARNSTAPLE, DEVON. 
In 1833 a neat and spacious freehold 
chapel was erected at Barnstaple, De- 
von, for the General Baptists, which 
cost jfrom £800 to £900; but circum- 
stances having disappointed the hopes 
and pious endeayours of the gentleman 
originating the undertaking, he has ge- 
nerously disposed of it to the Particular 
Baptists for £700, and conjointly with 
his wife has given £200 toward the pur- 
chase, An opportunity so tempting of 
advancing the cause of Christ, in con- 
nexion with the increasing population of 
the town, and the unanimous desire of 
the people for the settlement among 
them of the Rev. R. May, who has con- 
sented to remain at considerable personal 
sacrifice, calls aloud for prompt and effi- 
cient aid. Having in this our “ day of 
small things’? raised about £300, we 
appeal with coufidence to the sympathy 
and support of the Christian public, and 
trust that it will not bein vain. The ba- 
lance remaining, including the cost of 
erecting a vestry and an end gallery, 
will be £500. On Christmas-day last 
the above place was re-opened, and the 
new church formed. May the Lord pros- 
per this infant cause, and the friends of 
the Redeemer render prompt and effi- 
cient aid to this very important and 
desirable object ! 


ORDINATIONS, &c. 


NORTHAMPTON. 

In November 1834, a new church of 
Particular Baptists was formed in this 
town, Our friends are aware that a 
large and flourishing church has existed 
at College Lane for many years; over 
which the Rylands, father and son, to- 
gether with other valuable men, have 
presided, Since the present respected 
pastor has had the oversight of it, an en- 
largement was deemed necessary ; and 
a spacious vestry, with school-room, was 
erected. 

The enlargement of the borders of 
Zion must cause rejoicing in every pious 
mind ; still many individuals of weight 
and piety thought at the time (1830) 
that, instead of an enlargement, a new 
church might have been formed, and a 
new chapel built ; more especially as the 
town has nearly doubled its population 
within the last twenty years. No steps, 
however, were taken at that time towards 
the accomplishment of so desirable an 
object. 

{n consequence of a rather unpleasant 
feeling arising out of some questions of 
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a non-essential nature, and over which 
we are convinced the most pious minds 
of either party would wish to draw the 
veil of oblivion, a division took place, 
and thirty members, chiefly moving in 
humble life, requested that they might 
withdraw, with’ the sanction, prayers, 
and good wishes of their brethren in 
order to form a new interest. 

On Lord’s-day, Oct. 5th, 1834, they 
met for divine worship in an upper 
room at the extremity of the town, that 
would contain about 150 persons, pro- 
curing the best supplies their situation 
and circumstances would enable them to 
ebtain, holding frequent prayer-meet- 
‘ings, and partaking of the Lord’s supper 
as often as practicable. The attendance 
and weekly contributions gradually in- 
creasing, they were obliged to look out 
for a more commodious place to meet in. 

On Lord’s-day, March 8th, 1835, the 
friends removed to a more eligible situ- 
ation, after fitting up a large warehouse ; 
when the Rev. J, James, Olney, and the 
Rey. R. Tunley, Brington, preached to 
overflowing congregations: the former 
in the morning, from 1 Cor. x. 31, 
«Whether ye are not in the wrong,” &c., 
in the evening, from Heb. viii. 2, ‘“‘ Ami- 
nister of the sanctuary ;’’ and the latter, 
in the afternoon, from Gen. xlii. 21, 
“We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother.” At the same time liberal 
collections were made, which greatly 
strengthened this infant cause. The 
divine blessing has evidently rested 
upon them: the Lord’s-day services and 
the prayer-meetings were weil attended; 
and some, they have no doubt, here first 
felt the “powers of the world to come.” 
In less than three months the place be- 
came too strait, and they were com- 
pelled to take out part of the second 
floor, in order to form galleries and com- 
mence a Sabbath-school. The expense 
of this enlargement was met, in great 
part, by the proceeds of a tea-meeting, 
at which several appropriate addresses 
were delivered by neighbouring minis- 
ters. ‘This place of worship will now 
contain more than 400 persons, is al- 
ready well attended, and is situate in 
the midst of a dense and rapidly increas- 
ing population, in the second parish (St. 
Sepulchre’s) of the town for size, con- 
taining about 5000 inhabitants, where 
there was no other place of worship, ex- 
cept the parish church, with one sermon 
on the Lord’s-day, and the Roman Ca- 
tholic chapel. 

The whole scene has become very 
pleasing to the Christian philanthropist, 
—the “goings of God in the sanctuary” 
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have been seon and felt; the prayer- 
meetings are much increased in num- 
bers, and it may well be said, ‘* What 
hath God wrought!” when such feeble 
instruments have been enabled (under 
the divine blessing) by weekly and quar- 
terly subscriptions, to obtain respectable 
supplies, meet many great and unavoid- 
able expenses, collect £22 in connexion 
with a building fund established almost 
from the beginning, and lastly, to feel 
themselves warranted in inviting one to 
take the oversight of them in the Lord ! 

The church having, for some months 
past, felt very desirous of an under-shep- 
herd, to feed them as Christ’s flock, and 
bring many more wanderers into the 
same fold, have repeatedly sought direc- 
tion from the Great Shepherd of Israel, 
by prayer, publicly and privately, that 
they might be led to a ‘ Man of God.” 
In answer, they trust, to their petitions, 
they have been led to an acquaintance 
with the Rev. R. Tunley, pastor of the 
Baptist church at Brington, and about 
three years since student under the 
Rev. Dr. Steadman, Bradford. After 
repeated intercourse, a unanimous in- 
vitation from the church and congrega- 
tion was forwarded to him; he has ac- 
cepted the same, and commenced his 
pastoral labours the first Sabbath in Ja- 
nuary, 1836. 

When we review the difficulties this 
infant cause has had to struggle with, 
the comfortable place they now occupy, 
the numbers that attend, the good it is 
believed which has already been effected, 
among some who, till lately, never regu- 
larly frequented the house of God, the 
spirit of love and unanimity which may 
be said to prevail, and the pleasing pros- 
pects that are now opening, they can- 
not but exelaim, ‘‘The Lord hath done 
great things forus,’ &c. Though many 
and great difficulties yet remain, when 
they review those they have already 
surmounted, they are enabled to “‘ thank 
God and take courage.” May He arise, 
and cause his servants to go forth ‘ fair 
as the moon, bright as the sun, and ter- 
rible as an army with banners !” 


EBENEZER CHAPEL, MARGATE, 


The Rev. D, Pledge, late of Bristol 
academy, has accepted the unanimous 
invitation of the Baptist church, assem- 
bling in the above chapel, to the pastoral 
office ; and his ordination will shortly 
take place. 

The religious ‘public will learn with 
pleasure, that the Christian society now 
worshipping in a temple reared chiefly 
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by their benevolence, has presiding over 
its interests a minister who will be cor- 
dially esteemed by the friends of the 
various denominations of Protestant 
Dissenters. Nearly the whole cost of 
the said building was collected by the 
personal efforts of their late esteemed 
pastor, the Rey. George Atkinson, 


OTLEY, SUFFOLK, | 

On Thursday, November 12th, 1835, 
the Rev. John Eyres, late a student at 
the Baptist College, Bristol (whose la- 
bours during a short stay at Kings- 
bridge were signally owned of God), was 
ordained to the pastoral office of the 
Baptist church, Otley, Suffolk. 

On this occasion, the Rev. Joshua 
Cooper, of Stoke-Ash, having opened 
the services by reading and prayer, the 
Rev. Mr. Goldsmith, of Stradbrook, de- 
livered,an appropriate address on the 
nature of a Christian church, and asked 
the usual questions ; the Rev. Mr. Mid- 
dleditch, late of Biggleswade, offered up 
the ordination-prayer ; and the Rev. 
James Sprigg, of Ipswich, gave the 
charge, founded on 1 Tim. iv. 16, and 
concluded with prayer. 

In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Nunn, 
of Ipswich, read and prayed ; and the 
Rev. C, Elven, of Bury St. Edmunds, 
addressed the church from Romans xiii. 
9, and concluded with prayer. 

In the eyening, the Rey. Mr. Aldis, 
of Earlsoham, having read and prayed, 
the Rev. Mr. Middleditch preached 
from Luke xvi. 31, and closed the ser- 
vices of the day with prayer. 

The congregations were large. Our 
congregations, also, on Lord’s-days, are 
large and attentive; and our prospects 
for usefulness, very encouraging. 


HARROW-ON-THE-HILL. 

On Wednesday, the 1ith of Novem- 
ber, 1835, Mr. Edward Thomas was set 
apart to the pastoral office, over the 
Baptist church at Harrow-on-the-Hill. 

The morning service was devoted to 
prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit, 
with suitable addresses. At two P.M. 
Mr. William Nash, of Eton, read the 
Scriptures and prayed ; Mr. John Dyer, 
Secretary of the Baptist Mission, deliv- 
ered the introductory address, and re- 
ceived Mr. Thomas’s confession of faith ; 
Mr. John George, of Harlington, offered 
up the ordination-prayer ; and Mr. G. 
Hawson, of Staines, Mr. T.’s late pastor, 
gave the charge, from 2 Tim. iy. 5, latter 
clause, and concluded by prayer. In the 
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evening, the Scriptures were read, and 
prayer offered by Mr. Ebenezer Hunt, of 
Heathrow: and Mr. William Bowes, of 
Blandford-street, preached to the people 
from John xiii. 17, and closed the inte- 
resting services of the day with prayer. 


NOTICES. 


WIDOWS FUND ANNIVERSARY. 


The annual Sermon, on behalf of the 
Society for the relief of the necessitous 
widows and children of Protestant Dis- 
senting ministers, will be preached on 
Wednesday, the 6th of April next, at 
the Presbyterian chapel, Little Carter 
Lane, Doctors’ Commons, by the Rey. 
Joseph Hutton, LL.D., the minister of 
the chapel. Seryice to begin at twelve 
o’clock at noon precisely. 


HIGHGATE ANNIVERSARY. 

On Good Friday, April 1, 1836, three 
sermons will be preached (D.V.) at 
the Baptist chapel, Highgate. In the 
morning, by the Rev. Thomas Lewis, of 
Union chapel, Islington; in the after- 
noon, by the Rev. Alexander Fletcher, 
A.M. ; and in the evening, by the Rev. 
James Smith, of Shoreditch (late of Tl- 
ford). Services to commence at eleven, 
three, ‘and half-past six o’clock, Din- 
ner and tea will be provided: charge 
moderate. 


Mr. Pritchard will esteem it a parti- 
cular favour, if such friends as may pos- 
sess letters or information, which may 
assist him in attempting to compile a 
memoir of his lamented friend, the late 
Rey. Dr. Newman, would kindly for- 
ward them, directed for him at Mr. 


-Wightman’s, 24, Paternoster Row; and, 


if desired, they shall be carefully pre- 
served, and punctually returned. 


RECENT DEATH. 


REV. HUGH MACKENZIE, 


Died, at St. Ives, on Tuesday, Jan. 5, 
1836, universally esteemed andlamented, 
the Rey. Hugh Mackenzie, for fourteen 
years the faithful pastor of the Baptist 
church and congregation there, in the 
sixty-fourth year of his age. 

* * Further particulars of our de- 
parted brother have been received, and 
will be presented to our readers in an 
early number. 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


MARCH, 1836. 


In our last Chronicle we announced the resignation of our highly-esteemed 
Secretary, the Rev. G. Pritchard. This event rendered it necessary for the Com- 
mittee as early as possible to fill up the vacancy. They turned their atten- 
tion to the subject, and unanimously invited Messrs. Price, of Devonshire- 
Square, and Green, of Walworth, to discharge the duties of the office till the annual 
meeting in June. The former of these gentlemen was compelled to decline the request 
of the Committee on account of the present painful state of his health ; the latter 
acceded to it : to him, therefore, communications for the Society are henceforth to be 
addressed. 

In our number for January it was stated that the operations of the Society, in the 
sister country, extend to ten counties, in three of the four provinces. These 
counties are Limerick, Clare, Tipperary, King’s County, West Meath, Roscommon, 
Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim. In a future number we hope to give a succinct 
account of the operations conducted by agents in each of these counties ; in the 
meantime, however, it will be seen that the Society is labouring in those parts of 
treland where the greatest necessity for evangelical instruction exists. The Com- 
mittee are not disposed to relinquish any of their operations, but rather to strengthen 
and extend them ; nor are they disinclined to assist in the great work of evangelizing 
treland by entering upon whatever other stations their friends may enable them to 
occupy. Still their determination has always been, and will yet be, most readily to 
listen to calls coming from the most destitute and benighted spots. This, itis hoped, 
will enforce their solicitation for aid, which has been repeatedly made, both in these 
pages, and through the medium of the Patriot newspaper ;—a solicitation which 
they feel compelled to urge, in the present state of the Society’s funds. The silver, 
and the gold, and the cattle upon a thousand hills, are the Lord’s; and so often has 
his gracious providence supplied the means of removing difficulties pressing on 
these funds, that for the Committee to doubt and despond now, would be highly un- 
grateful. Their friends should however know, that the Treasurer is upwards of 
£600 in advance upon the current account for the present year ; and in little more 
than one month an additional demand of near £600 will be made upon him, to meet 
the coming quarter’s expense ; forneither of which sums, as yet, are any adequate 
contributions being made. Christian friends, ministers, and others, we beseech you 
ruminate on these facts—on the claims of Ireland to our sympathy and self-denying 
efforts—on the small amount of the whole of the operations carried on in that 
country by English Christians, when compared with its spiritual condition—and 
also on the evident blessing which has descended from God upon the labours of this 
and other kindred institutions :—we shall nct then be doubtful of the result. 

We bave received several replies to the circular issued by our late Secretary under 
date of Jan. 1, promising aid in the way of collections. In order to make journeys 
undertaken for the Society as efficient and as little expensive as may be, the arrange- 
ments of the Committee will be greatly facilitated by their baving as many 
additional replies as possible before them. The Secretary, therefore, respectfully 
entreats the attention of his ministering brethren to that circular with as little delay 
as possible. Many of them-may greatly aid the Society, not only by collecting ‘for 
it in their respective neighbourhoods, but by making short journeys to collect on its be- 


fialf; to facilitate which he will be very happy to correspond with them, No agent well 
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informed as to the state of the Society, can be sent on such journeys without calling 
him from a sphere in which his presence is at all times requisite ; and most assuredly 
alittle kind consideration by our friends will render such a step unnecessary. The 
Society has but one collecting agent, who of course cannot journey immediately in 


every direction—and help is required now. 


An application is speedily to be made 


to our London friends : we trust that those in different parts of the country will 
liberally respond to the kindness which, no doubt, the Society will receive in town: 


From Mr. Arien to Mr. Paxon. 
Ballina, Jan. 23rd, 1836, 
My dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure of forwarding to 
you the journals of the inspectors and 
sabbath readers in this district for the 
past month. The journal of Mr. Berry, 
one of your itinerants, will I have no 
doubt be read with interest ; and should 
you have space, it appears to me to 
deserve a corner in one of your future 
Chronicles. 

My labours for the past month, owing 
to previous arrangements, have, with the 
exception of two or three journeys, been 
confined to this town. Our congregations 
here, when the dark and bigotted state 
of Ballina and its neighbourhood is taken 
into account, have for the last three 
months, especially, been very good. The 
favourable impression produced by our 
late secretary and hisrespected colleague, 
will, I trust, notonly here, but elsewhere, 
be attended with beneficial results. 
This much at least is certain, that since 
their late visit, our morning congregation 
has been very considerably increased. 
It would rejoice my heart to be enabled 
to say, that with this increased at- 
tendance, the work of conversion was 
evidently and rapidly going on, An 
one, however, acquainted with this 
country, and especially with this part 
of the country, will think it no matter of 
surprise that we should often have to ex- 
claim, ‘‘ Lord, who hath believed our re- 
port, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed?” 

The attendance of the children at the 
schools for the past two months has been 
exceedingly good. It is at this season 
of the year they always attend in the 
greatest numbers. In the spring and 
autumn they are for the most part em- 
ployed either in planting and digging 
potatoes, or in cutting and saving turf. 
No excuses of this kind can be alleged 
for the present quarter ; and I doubt not 
that, at the next general inspection which 
I shall shortly commence, the progress 
in the senior classes will be creditable 
both to teachers and pupils. 

T have just been occupied in reading 
the statement of our operations in this 


country, as it appears in the Chronicle 
for the present month ; and have thought 
in its perusal, that some perhaps, un- 
acquainted with the actual state of this 
country, might be ready to suppose, 
that the amount of good effected is by 
no means proportionate either to the ex- 
penditure of money or effort. In form- 
ing this estimate, the kind of materials 
upon which we have to work, as well 
as the distracted state of this country, 
should be taken into account. If J 
mistake not, one or two respected mem- 
bers of our committee live in the 
neighbourhood of St. Giles’s, and con- 
sequently can form a tolerably correct 
opinion of what may be called the lower 
classes of Ireland. Let any one in the 
ardour of his zeal, either minister or 
private Christian, visit that one parish 
for a few months, and select as the ob- 
jects of his visits, the most orderly and 
best conducted of those who have 
emigrated from this country ; and if at 
the expiration of that time his heart does 
not sicken at the bigotry, the superstition, 
and the painful rebuffs with which he 
will constantly meet, he will at least be 
taught to sympathize with us in that 
want of more extended success over 
which I trust we sincerely mourn. 
Ireland, of all other places in the world, 
is the school in which to learn, not only 
to endure the contradiction of sinners 
against ones-self, but in which to learn 
the necessity of constant dependance 
upon divine aid for the smallest measure 
of success. The dissolution of caste in 
India is not a more signal triumph of 
the gospel, than the rescuing of a soul 
in this country from the thraldom of 
popery. And yet more than one half of 
those who are connected with our little 
churches in Ballina and Easky, were 
originally the victims of popery. From 
this time it shall be said, “ What hath 
God wrought!” 

I have now spent between seven and 
eight years in this country, upwards of 
six of which have been passedin Ballina, 
At the time I first came we had to occupy 
as a preaching room, except for a few 
months, my own loft. We have now, 
blessed be God, a neat and comfortable 
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chapel. At that time the number of 
members in the country around us was 
fourteen : we have now, blessed be God, 
between fifty and sixty. Many have 
been my trials, and arduous have been 
my duties, since I came here ; but should 
the experience gained from these trials 
and labours which my heavenly Father 
appoints, render me a better citizen, 
a better parent, a better Christian, and 
a better minister, all willbe well. Iam 
far from being tired with service; for 
though I have already served upwards of 
one apprenticeship, I shall be willing 
to serve yet another, and another, should 
it be my heavenly father’s will. Let 
me have your prayers, my dear brother, 
and the prayers of our brethren in 
London—yes, let us all have your con- 
stant prayers; that we may not be 
loiterers, but labourers in our Lord’s 
vineyard; and that, instead of one of 
a city, and two of a family, the Lord may 
give us an abundant harvest of souls as 
the reward of our labours. 
James ALLEN. 

P.S, I had forgotten to mention that 
early on new year’s day we had an interest- 
ing and delightful meeting, at which many 
besides our immediate friends attended. 
I hope and trust, though it escaped me 
in the body of the letter, it was such as 
. will not soon be forgotten, nor be un- 
attended with good. 


Journal of Tuomas Berry addressed 
to Mr. Auten, under date of Jan. 22nd, 
1836. 

Dear Sir, 

I feel thankful to the Father of all our 
mercies, and the God of all grace, that I 
have been spared during the past year, 
and permitted at the commencement of 
the present year to give you an account 
of the stations occupied during the past 
month. The Lord’s work is progres- 
sively advancing, and the desire to hear 
the gospel preached is much on the in- 
crease, At Mullifary, Easky, Tully- 
lina, Ardvally, Moyview, especially at 
the two former stations, there is a great 
spirit of inquiry among the hearers, and 
a manifest desire to know the word of 
eternal life. After preaching to a large 
and attentive congregation on last Lord’s- 
day evening in Mullifary, many of the 
hearers remained to converse upon the 
subject of religion, My soul was re- 
freshed by the conversation of the good 
people ; it was evident that the Lord 
blessed his word this evening, and 
brought it to our souls, Mr. Alexander, 
a constant attendant, said, My soul, 
and I trust others’ too, have 


been | 
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refreshed, thank God, and thanks be to 
your good society, for sending us the mi- 
nistry of the word. I observe with great 
pleasure, that there is always a full 
house in this place. If there had been 
no more good effected through the iu- 
strumentality of the Baptist Irish So- 
ciety than what has been accomplished 
in this place, their labour of love would 
have been amply rewarded; for oh! 
how precious one immortal soul ! how 
costly its price ! how deserving the at- 
tention of all religious people! But 
Mullifary, thanks be to God, is nota 
solitary instance of the Society’s useful- 
ness in this country. No, Easky isa 
standing monument of the blessing of 
our God accompanying the labours of 
the Society. On tbe first Lord’s-day of 
the month, I preached both morning and 
evening at Easky ; the congregation was 
larger than usual, The members, I trust, 
are letting their light shine; and their 
Roman Catholic and Protestant neigh- 
bours are receiving the light of the gos- 
pel into their hearts, Some of the most 
bigotted Roman Catholics have requested 
copies of the Scriptures : one of the most 
wicked, who has borrowed a testament, 
declared to me that his wickedness was 
the effect of popery ; that he read daily ; 
and that he would renounce popery as 
soon as he should land in America, 
whither he intends going. I feel per- 
suaded that our labours have produced 
much more good than appears; but we 
know who has said, “ Cast thy bread 
upon the waters, and it shall appear after 
many days.’ We believe the promise, 
and take courage. I often feel for the 
dear missionaries in India, and I often 
pray for them too. When I read their 
their Journals in the Missionary Herald, 
I see that the loss of caste keeps many a 
poor Indian from forsaking that absurd 
system of idolatry which his soul loathes, 
and embracing the pure and soul-reviv- 
ing gospel which he believes in his heart. 
And alas! the Irish missionary has 
to encounter difficulties as great, per- 
haps greater; though this may not be 
perceived by any but those who ac- 
tually are some time employed in this 
part of the vineyard. The Roman Catho- 
lic has his religion of eighteen hundred 
years old. Yes more; for he will trace back 
his religion to the creation of the world. 
He looks upon apostasy from that reli- 
gion as the greatest disgrace in the 
world ; and unless he receives such a 
measure of the Spirit as is not ordina- 
rily imparted, he will not disgrace the 
memory of his forefathers, break up 
his connexion with the imposing mass, 
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the priest, the clan to which he belongs, 
his relations, his profits, the whole 
world. Ifthe ties that bind the Roman 
Catholic to his religion be duly con- 
sidered, it will be astonishing to the 
mind, that one at all, especially in this 
country, should abandon popery—how 
astonishing that so many have been con- 
verted! Oh! to grace how much are we 
indebted! I do trust that our English 
- brethren pray much for us in this coun- 
try. If they knew the difficulties attend- 
ing our labours, I am persuaded they 
would pray more. May the Lord re- 
move all these obstacles in his own time, 
and keep us looking to himself continu- 
ally ! 

On last Lord’s-day but one, after 
preaching to an attentive congregation 
in Ardvally, I was proceeding to Lech- 
arrownafeich, when I met a Protestant 
congregation at the church door, disap- 
pointed of their minister. I entreated 
them to come and hear what Jesus did 
for sinners ; the greater part accompanied 
me toa neighbouring house, and were 
truly attentive. I looked upon this op- 
portunity of exhibiting Jesus to sinners, 
as coming from the Lord, and so did my 
hearers. There was scarcely a dry eye 
whilst I was describing the fearful con- 
sequences of sin. I directed them to 
Jesus, who will save the chief of sin- 
ners. J was unanimously invited to 
preach again forthem. Thus the Lord’s 
work is prospering. May he abundantly 
pour out the influence of the Spirit upon 
the Society and all its labourers ! 

Tuomas Berry. 
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From Mrcuaet Lynen to Mr. Prircnarp. 
Feb. 1836. 


«« And now, dear Sir, you will accept 
my most grateful acknowledgments for 
the kind and christian part which you 
have so readily taken to serve me. My 
heart is too full to thank you, and those 
truly christian friends who have so 
kindly come forward to assist me in the 
good work, in a manner agreeable to my 
wishes. I feel overwhelmed under a 
sense of such kindness ; nor have I lan- 
guage sufficient to describe what I feel 
in reference to such a manifestation of 
christian benevolence. You have af- 
forded me an opportunity of becoming 
more extensively acquainted with those 
blessed truths which, I trust, have been 
made the power of God to the salvation 
of all our souls; and by the blessing of 
God on this privilege, I hope I shall be 
able to advocate, with a greater measure 
of acceptance than I have hitherto 
done, that cause which, I feel persuaded, 
is dear to every one of your own souls. 
May the Lord Jesus Christ pour his 
richest blessings on you all, nor will 
your temporal prosperity as well as your 
spiritual welfare be forgotten by me at a 
throne of grace, till my heart ceases to 
feel, and my tongue is silent in the 
grave. 

Rev. Sir, 
I remain yours in Christ Jesus, 


Micuart Lynecm, 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thank- 
fully received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fen- 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose 
mames are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CALCUTTA. 


The pressure of intelligence from 
other quarters has prevented an earlier 
insertion of a comprehensive review of 
the progress of the cause in and around 
Calcutta, which we now give from the 
fifteenth, or last report of our Auxili- 
ary Society, in that city. 

Native Church—Mr, W. H. PEARCE, 
Pastor. 


In reference to this little society of pro- 
fessing Christians, which includes the 
baptized Christians at the village stations 
as well”as in the city, and which has been 
gathered, for the most part, from the 
grossest idolatry, ignorance, and super- 
stition, the Pastor remarks, in a commu- 
nication to the Secretary :—‘‘ There are 
many circumstances to humble us, and 
others adapted to encourage. Open sin 
in three persons has rendered their ex- 
clusion a necessary act of church disci- 
pline. Death has likewise repeatedly 
occurred among the members, and re- 
moved no less than six of their number. 
One of these, I regret to add, was found 
to have lived in the secret commission of 
iniquity for several months previous to his 
death, and must, I fear, be pronounced a 
hypocrite.” To counterbalance in some 
measure the painfulness of events like 
these, the minds of the Pastor and brethren 
have been cheered by the addition of 
eighteen to their number by baptism, and 
two ethers previously baptized, Of these 


sig were from Calcutta and its vicinity ; 
eight were from the neighbourhood of 
Lakhydntipur, and si# were youths from 
the Christian Boarding School at Chitpur, 
who may be regarded as the first-fruits of 
that valuable institution, Pleasing hopes 
are entertained of several others, who will 
probably ere long make a public acknow- 
ledgment of their faith in Christ. 


“In announcing the reception of so 
many new members into the church under 
my pastoral care,” observes Mr. W. H. 
Pearce, ‘‘I beg it may be fully under- 
stood, that to the labours of my esteemed 
Huropean associates and native assistants, 
quite as much as to my own exertions, so 
pleasing an event is, under the blessing of 
God, to be ascribed. Much of the good, 
especially in the most distant villages, is 
certainly to be attributed to the active and 
pious labours of the native brethren. While 
it must be acknowledged, that native 
preachers are seldom fit to be left alone, 
yet when diligently instructed, and vigi- 
lantly superintended, they form invaluable 
agents in the propagation of the gospel ; 
and, perhaps, there is no department in 
which a European Missionary will be found 
eventually to have laboured with so much 
permanent and extensive success, as in 
the diligent and prayerful attempts he 
makes to elevate to a higher standard the 
Christian and ministerial character of his 
native assistants. A deep sense of the 
importance of such efforts in the establish- 
ment of Christianity in India, leads me 
most respectfully to recommend them to 
missionaries of all denominations.” 

The Church now consists of 62 mem- 
bers, but will shortly be reduced by a 
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pleasing circumstance—the dismission of 
more than one-half to form two new 
churches, under the superintendence of 
Mr. G. Pearce and Mr. Ellis, in the 
villages to the south of Calcutta, and at 
Chitpur, respectively. 


Preaching to the Natives.—Messrs. C. C. 
ARATOON, G, PEARCE, J. THOMAS, 
and two Assistants. , 


Tn this department of labour in Calcut- 
ta and vicinity, there have been employed, 
for a greater or less portion of time, 
Messrs, G. Pearce, Aratoon, Thomas, De 
Monty, and Shujaatale, assisted occasion- 
ally by one or two other native preachers. 
Mr. Pearce constantly occupied one or 
other of the chapels, until he left the 
country in December, 1833, about which 
time, Mr. Carapiet Aratoon returned 
from the Upper Provinces. For a con- 
siderable time, Mr. Thomas came over 
usually once a week, to preach in Hindus- 
tani; latterly, other engagements have 
occasioned his visits to be less frequent. 
Mr. De Monty also, when not occupied in 
the scuthern stations, has aided in making 
known the gospel in Calcutta, and its 
neighbourhoud. IIL health for a time 
much impeded the labours of Shujaatale, 
the native Hindustani preacher. Latterly, 
these interruptions have been less fre- 
quent, and your Committee are happy to 
state that the most pleasing testimony is 
borne to his humble piety, and the in- 
creasingly useful character of his minis- 
trations. 

The Society’s bungalows, or native 
chapels, at the date of the last Report, 
were four, situated in Syam Bazar, Wel- 
lington Street, Intally, and Jaén Bazar. 
Those in Wellington Street and Intally 
have been since given up. The principal 
reason for this measure was the low state 
of the Society’s finances, which were found 
inadequate to meet the expense of rebuild- 
ing the one, which was in a very dilapi- 
dated state, keep the rest in repair, pay 
ground rent, and support with efficiency 
the other operations of the Society. It is 
true also, that the locality of these chapels, 
especially that in Intally, had latterly 
militated against raising congregations in 
them, Other places, however, could have 
been readily selected, well suited for the 
purposes of the Society, and would have 
been gladly fixed upon, and chapels erect- 
ed, bad the requisite funds been possessed, 
The chapel in Jan Bazar was taken down 
and rebuilt on an enlarged scale, rather 
more than a twelvemonth ago. And for 
several months after it was re-opened, a 
weekly evening service was conducted 
there, and also at Syam Bazar, in addi- 
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tion to the usual services held by day, 
The congregations, whether by day or 
night, have generally been of a Very en- 
couraging character, both as to numbers 
and attention ; and many thousands, both 
in the chapels and in other places, have 
listened to the message of mercy. A 
moderate calculation will give from 12,000 
to 15,000 for Calcutta alone, who have 
heard the words of eternal life from the 
agents of this Society within the last 
twelve months, God has said, “ As the 
rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud; that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater ; so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth.”? Such being the solemn declara- 
tion of Him whose name is Truth, and 
whose words cannot fail, who can calcu- 
late the result of the promulgation of the 
Gospel thus effected, or doubt its subser- 
viency to the bringing about of that blessed 
period, when the ‘‘ knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea?’ Surely the hope may be con- 
fidently indulged, that hereafter, either in 
this world, or in the world of glory, evi- 
dence shall appear, that these labours of 
love have not been in vain in the Lord. 
Schools, 

Partly in consequence of the return of 
Mr. G, Pearce to England, the ist Dea- 
kin’s, or Bengali School, and the English 
School mentioned inthe last Report, have 
been discontinued. They were given up 
a short time before Mr. Pearce left. 
Neither the one nor the other of these 
schools succeeded to Mr. Pearce’s satis- 
faction ; but the low state of the Socicty’s 
funds would have rendered it absolutely 
necessary to have closed these schools had 
he remained, or there had been any other 
to undertake their superintendence, This, 
your Committee are concerned to state, 
made it necessary to relinquish also the 
2nd Deakin’s School, formerly conducted 
at Haurah, 

The Central Girl’s School, under the 
care of Mrs. W. H. Pearce, has been re- 
duced, as has the similar one at Chitpur, 
subsequently noticed, and for the same 
reasons, It is however hoped, that the 
greater pains bestowed on the small num- 
ber retained will prove the more efficacious 
in promoting the great objects of intellec- 
tual and moral improvement, 


CHITPUR, 
Mr. ELLis and a Native Assistant. 


Respecting this station, and the impor- 
tant labours there conducted, the Com- 
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mittee have much satisfaction in giving 
the following account furnished by Mr. 
Ellis: 

General Remarks. — The operations at 
this station have been continued much in 
the same manner as at the last Report. 
My time has been devoted to the Christian 
and Hindu schools under our care, and 
occasionally going into the surrounding 
villages, in company with a native assist- 
ant, making known unto the people more 
or less of the words of eternal life. During 
the last month, I took an opportunity of 
visiting six or eight large villages on the 
banks of the river, After spending some 
time in the different bazars, speaking to the 
people collectively, we went from house to 
house, giving books to all who could read. 
In this way we distributed above a thousand 
tracts, and several copies of the New 
Testament. We have had at different 
times, since the last Report, several in- 
-‘quirers, two or three of whom continue to 
seek a knowledge of divine things, and of 
one particularly, I have every reason to 
hope, that he has passed from death unto 
life. 

Schools. 

~The schools under our care are well 
attended. Mrs. E.’s Native Girls’ School 
has had an average number of a hundred 
daily ; but in consequence of a decrease 
in the amount of funds appropriated to 
female education, that number is now of 
necessity reduced to twenty-five. The 
Hindu English School contains a hundred 
and twenty youths, whose progress in use~ 
ful knowledge, as well as in an acquaint- 
ance with the evidences and doctrines of 
Christianity, is every way gratifying. The 
effect of a religious education on their 
minds is very apparent, loosening from 
them the sinful and superstitious bands of 
Hinduism, and, at least, inspiring them 
with a respect for the religion of the Bible, 
and a willingness to advocate its divine 
authority. More than this, perhaps, can- 
not safely be said: but I am sure, that 
their remaining in Hinduism arises from 
custom, and not from faith in its merits ; 
while the difficulty of forsaking all for the 
gospel’s sake has hitherto prevented their 
professing the Christian name. 

«The last, though I trust not the least 
useful part of our engagements here, is the 
Native Christian Boarding School, con- 
taining fifty boys and girls, The boys are 
instructed in English and Bengali, while 
the girls, until March last, learnt Bengali 
only. ‘The limited amount of knowledge 
attainable through their native language, 
suggested the propriety of teaching them 
English. The experiment was made 
through the kind aid of a valued friend of 
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education, C. E. Trevelyan, Hsq., who 
generously offered to defray the increase 
of expense. It succeeded beyond expecta- 
tion, and within eight months, six of the 
girls had acquired such a knowledge of 
English as to read with ease, and answer 
questions with readiness and propriety. 
In the boys’ department, respectable pro- 
gress has been made in different branches 
of useful knowledge, and particularly in 
the history and doctrines of the Bible. 
We also desire to feel deeply thankful for 
that Divine blessing which has attended 
the institetion, in bringing many of its 
members to a saving knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus. The six youths, 
who a year and a half since made a pub- 
lic profession of their attachment to the 
Saviour, have continued to walk as it be- 
cometh the gospel of Christ ; and two or 
three others have given those evidences of 
piety which will warrant their being soon 
received into the fellowship of the church. 
Regarding this institution as a promising 
means of raising up holy and intelligent 
men to preach the gospel in their own 
tongue, we desire earnestly to commend 
it to the attention and liberality of the 
friends of the Saviour, that the number of 
its Inmates may be increased, which the 
present low state of the funds alone pre- 
vents.” 


It has been already intimated, that the 
female department of the Christian Board- 
ing School has been removed from Chitpur 
to Sibpur, where it is under the manage- 
ment of Mr. and Mrs, Pearce: the trans- 
fer took place only a few weeks ago. 


HOWRAH AND SULKEA, 
Mr. THOMAS and ua Native Assistant. 


The church at this place, which is partly 
English and partly native, has experienced 
much that is painful, as well as some 
things of an opposite character, Its num- 
bers have been diminished by death, dis- 
mission, and exclusion. Two have died, 
and it is confidently hoped, they died in 
the Lord, and are now united to the church 
triumphant above. Five have been ex- 
cluded for impropriety of conduct : one of 
this number, however, has been again 
restored to the communion of the church 
after long trial, and it is hoped, good 
evidence of genuine repentance. TZwo of 
the English members have been dismissed 
to join a church up the country. The loss 
sustained from these causes has been par- 
tially made up by the reception of one by 
baptism, one by experience, and three by 
letter. Neither of these, however, be- 
longed to the native community. Of this 
class there are several inquirers who have, 
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for the most part, been a considerable time 
under the word ; and several applications 
for baptism have been made, but it has 
not been thought desirable for the present 
to accede to them, 

The word of God has been extensively 
made known among the inhabitants, and 
a considerable number of tracts have been 
put into circulation, particularly at the 
Rath Jatra and other festivals ; they have 
been constantly given away to persons at- 
tending at the chapels, and latterly the 
plan has been adopted, and tosome extent 
acted on, of calling at the shops and resi- 
dences of the people, and presenting a 
tract to the inmates, if capable of reading 
and willing to receive it. The attention 
paid to the word has at times been highly 
encouraging, and pleasing impressions 
have appeared to be produced on the 
minds of individuals while listening with 
much apparent interest to representations 
of the love of Christ in dying for the 
guilty. Once a week, as mentioned in 
the last report,.a small portion of rice, pro- 
vided from the charitable contributions of 
one or two individuals, is given away toa 
number of poor, and in many cases, dis- 
eased persons, who assemble for that pur- 
pose, From one hundred to upwards of 
two hundred persons are usually brought 
together, when, before they receive the 
pittance of rice, they are addressed on the 
all-important concerns of their souls. The 
attention they give is often very pleasing, 

One gratifying instance of good arising 
from the religious exercises conducted in 
the native chapels, has occurred in the 
experience of a young man lately deceased. 
It is contained in the following communi- 
cation from Mr. Thomas: 
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“ Richard Sargood was an Hast Indian 
by birth, nominally a Christian, but in re- 
ality an idolater, and according to his own 
statement, made a short time before his 
death, mad upon his idols to an extent 
exceeding the Hindus themselves, He 
had united in their worship, and also 
mingled with the Muhammadans in pay- 
ing honours to their saints, and seeking 
favours at their hands, It was at one of 
the native chapels, and at a time when 
the native preacher was endeavouring to 
lead his countrymen to the knowledge of 
Christ crucified, that he first heard the 
word. He at that time seemed to think it 
a good thing for the natives to be instruct- 
ed, and made an observation to that effeet, 
when he was reminded that what he 
heard equally concerned himself. A tract 
was put into his hands, the reading of 
which had a good effect in convincing him 
of the evilof his state, which was deepened 
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by subsequent interviews with the native 
preacher, by whom he was introduced to 
the missionary. Convinced cf the wicked- 
ness of his heart and life, he became 
earnestly concerned for the salvation of 
his soul, and desirous of living a new life, 
and in fact became a new man in temper 
and deportment. He was at that time 
living in the violation of the seventh com- 
mandment; but immediately perceiving 
the sinfulness of his conduct, he applied 
for marriage, which was accordingly cele- 
brated. He was a diligent inquirer after 
the mind of God, and yielded himself up 
to the direction of the word with a readi- 
ness which was truly gratifying to observe. 
His progress in the knowledge of divine 
things, considering his disadvantages, was 
considerable, for he could but very imper- 
fectly_read or understand English, and 
though he conversed in Hindustani as his 
mother tongue, he could not read it in the 
native character, Within a few months 
from the time of his coming under reli- 
gious instruction, his business led him to a 
distant station up the country. It was 
much feared that when removed from 
under the means of grace, those holy feel- 
ings would subside, and old habits of sin 
would regain their influence; but He that 
had begun the good work did not abandon 
it, or suffer it to be blighted by change of 
scene or place. When he left Howrah to 
proceed on his journey, he did so with 
tears, acknowledging with much feeling 
the goodness of God towards him, and re- 
gretting his being compelled to leave the 
place just as, to use his own expression, 
his eyes were beginning to be opened. 
After his departure, {letters were received 
from several persons at stations where he 
called, bearing pleasing testimony concern- 
ing him, After being absent about a 
twelvemonth, he returned a few months 
ago ; but a disease of which he had symp- 
toms before he Jeft the station, had made 
great ravages in his constitution, and it 
was evident that his end was fast ap- 
proaching, His inner man, however, had 
considerably improved; he had, gained 
more knowledge of himself and divine 
things, and he eyinced much meekness 
and resignation to the will of God. He 
was unable to attend public worship more 
than once or twice, but was greatly de- 
lighted when any one called to read the 
Scriptures, and pray with him, and con- 
verse on divine things. Latterly he de- 
rived much assistance from the Romanized 
Hindustani Gospel. of Matthew with which. 
he was supplied, and which he said he 
could understand much better than the 
English. His acquaintance with his own 
heart, and his desires after entire holiness,. 
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became increasingly apparent. Some- 
times the discovery of his sinfulness great- 
ly depressed him. One day he observed, 
with tears, ‘I thought I knew my own 
vileness, but I now see it more than ever,” 
He repeatedly referred with much emo- 
tion, and many expressions of thankful- 
ness, to the goodness of God manifested 
in his conversion, and the means by which 
it was effected, and spoke of it as what 
had been brought about with a view to his 
affliction and death, which were so soun 
to follow that event. 


“* As death approached, he was evidently 
preparing for the change. The fear of 
dying was removed, and he had a desire 
to depart. Much of his time was spent 
in prayer, and he was engaged in that 
delightful work but a few minutes before 
he breathed his last. Surely we may say 
of him, ‘¢ Is not this a brand plucked from 
the burning?” Aud though not one of 
those whose benefit is specially sought by 
this Society, not the less a trophy of divine 
grace, or an evidence of God’s blessing on 
the labours of the Society’s agents. ~ 


(To be continued.) 


BAHAMAS, 


The prospect in these islands ap- 
pears to be increasingly cheering, ex- 
cept that the health of our dear bre- 
thren “gives way under their constant 
labours, and many privations. Let 
our Christian friends, especially those 
to whom they are personally known, 
and who esteem them highly in love, 
bear them in their hearts at a throne 
of grace, and humbly entreat that their 
valuable lives may be spared, for the 
sake of the numbers to whom it is 
their privilege to declare the Gospel 
of Christ. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Quant, 
dated Nassau, New Providence, Sep- 
tember the 26th, 1835. 


It is now a very long time since I last 
wrote you, but I believe brother Burton 
has informed you of the occasion of my 
silence, Itistrue 1 have been very ill ; 
yet, while many, very many known to us, 
have been called away by death, who pre- 
viously appeared to promise a long life, 
God has in much mercy spared me, and 
restored me to perfect health again, May 
it be for much and lasting usefulness ! 

I think I informed you in my last that, 
almost immediately upon ourarriyal here, 
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Mrs, Q, was attacked with fever. A week 
or two after she recovered, I became sick, 
was laid aside from all engagements, and 
confined to my bed. At first, I felt some- 
what rebellious, and was inclined to mur- 
mur against this providence of God, and 
thought and felt it to be very distressing 
to be laid aside so soon from the work in 
which I took so much delight, and which 
I had been so Jong anticipating; but soon 
I remembered it was the hand of God, 
and then I could kiss the rod, and Him 
that had appointed it—could not only 
submit, but acquiesce in his will, believ- 
ing that he who brings good out of evil, 
would overrule these trying circumstances 
for good. When I was but partially re- 
covered I commenced preaching rather 
too early, in consequence of Mr, Burton’s 
being indisposed, and had a relapse. Mr. 
Bourn was at Eleuthera, and we were 
anxious that nothing should be neglected ; 
so I ventured to preach, to attend class- 
meetings, and rode to one of the villages 
to preach and hold an inquiry-meeting ; 
but the step was hasty—-I overrated my 
strength, and suffered for it; but now, 
thank a merciful and gracious God, I am 
quite restored, and am as strong and well 
as at any period of my life, Our dear 
little babe has been ill too, but is now re- 
covered. As soon as I recovered from 
my illness, I purchased a small cheap 
horse ; the distance from my house to the 
chapel being about a mile, I could not 
possibly walk it in the middle of the day, 
to attend our week-day services, many of 
which are held at this time, till 1 became 
quite strong ; and indeed, I believe it was 
walking to and from chapel, in the heat 
of the sun, several successive days, that 
brought on fever in the first instance. On 
this account I, and Mr. Burton too, 
thought it most prudent and economical 
to make a purchase of one that was of- 
fered me for about thirty dollars, not a 
large sum, between seven and eight 
pounds sterling ; it is not a first rate, but 
will answer my present purpose well. 

T have found it necessary to be exceed- 
ingly cautious about myself, as we landed 
in the sickly season, when many were 
dying on all sides; on this account I 
have not been engaged so frequently and 
fully as I hope to be by and by, I 
would gladly have done more, but Mr. B, 
kindly held a check upon me, I do not 
wonder at his exertions, though he is ina 
great measure debilitated through them. 
Sinners are dying daily around us—souls 
are going to hell—and who, that sustains 
the sacred oflice of a minister of the Gos~ 
ple, and a Missionary, can forbear to call 
after such frequently to be wise, and con- 
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sider their latter end? Who can forbear 
being instant in and out of season ? 

We are visiting the out islands as 
quickly as possible, Brother Bourn has 
been to Eleuthera, and is now, through 
the kindness of his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, who offered any of us a passage 
in a vessel he was sending with special 
magistrates, gone to Crooked Island. I 
have not yet been out, but am to embark 
this morning for Rum Key, where I ex- 
pect to spend about a month, and proba- 
bly visit some other island if my health 
allows, and opportunities for doing so 
offer. I have long been wishing for this, 
but have not till now received the concur- 
rence of my brethren, in consequence of 
the precarious state of health both of Mr, 
Burton and myself. We could not any of 
us conclude it right to leave him here 
alone till a little recruited by partial rest ; 
but he is not the man for rest. He is 
now much better, and when we return to 
Nassau will, in all probability, go out to 
some of the islands, as Mrs. Burton is 
confined with a fine son, and doing well, 
Of course when I return, I shall give you 
not a polished, but a correct, account of 
my visit. May God give me wisdom and 
grace to do all things as beneath his eye 
and with his fear !" 

Last week I rode to Clifton, a village 
about fifteen miles from my house, and 
had a most uncomfortabie and fatiguing 
journey. Mr, Burton was sick, and I was 
obliged to find my way alone, having never 
been before. Owing to the heavy falls of 
rain we had had, I was forced to ride 
seven or eight miles in water sometimes 
up to my horse’s knees, and at other 
times was dragged through the bushes 
that overgrew the road, It was quite 
dark when I arrived, and both master and 
horse were thoroughly fatigued. I was 
more fit for bed than preaching, but we 
had service: a good number were there, 
and all very attentive. After service an 
inquiry or examination-meeting. I then 
retired to rest, not to bed, for bed 1 had 
none, but laid me down on something as 
hard as a board, with nothing to protect 
me from the immense quantity of mos- 
quitos that are found in all these villages. 
At sun-rise I preached again ; many had 
come seven or eight miles at that early 
hour to hear the Word of Life. One 
woman, who sat nearly opposite me, par- 
ticularly attracted my attention—she sat 
weeping all the time—she had lately felt 
the wickedness of living in fornication, 
and had been married ; and from all the 
conyersation I had with her, I do hope 
her to be an humble penitent, and a sin- 
ecre inquirer after the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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After service we held another examina- 
tion-meeting, and I left them. The next 
day two sailors from thence called on me, 
to whom [ gave some tracts and a little 
book, which they promised to read. More 
recently have been to Carmichael, ano- 
ther rough ride, though better than Clif- 
ton; here we have some members and 
some inquirers ; we hope the number will 
soon increase. I have'been several times 
to the Creek, and once to Grant’s Town, 
and I do think the prospect very encou- 
raging in all directions. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Bourn : 


I should before this have written you 
more fully, had not my absence from 
Nassau nearly the whole time since my 
arrival in these islands, with many en- 
gagements, and travelling from place te 
place on the out-islands, with some sick- 
ness, prevented. I spent but two Sab- 
baths in Nassau on my arrival, one in an 
intermediate visit, and one since my last 
return, Brother Burton’s and Quant’s 
poor state of health has necessarily kept 
me fully employed while here. I now 
expect to leave in a few days to be away 
fora month. The demand for labour is 
great ; and though we are very unworthy, 
the Lord is greatly blessing his word in 
almost every place. After much exami- 
nation, I baptized upwards of forty within 
the last fortnight, and this makes the third 
time within the last three months. 


Some further particulars respecting 
New Providence, and the mission 
there, we copy from a letter addressed 
by Mr. Quant to some Christian 
friends in Norfolk. After narrating 
the afflictions he had been ;:called to 
pass through, as already mentioned, he 
continues ;— 


But you expect to hear something 
about the island and the people who in- 
habit it, and how I spend my time 
amongst them, The island itself is a 
rock, the town is low, but built upon it; 
in many places there is no soil at all, in 
others itis sufficiently deep to grow Indian 
corn, beet-root, turnips (but not English), 
and various other grains and roots. 
Oranges, lemons, tamarinds, and cocoa- 
nuts, grow almost wild. I have some 
orange and lemon-trees in my garden now 
in full bearing; and many other rich 
fruits are grown here; but I cannot relish 
them yet, and would give a bushel of 
them for afew of your gooseberries and 
apples out of your garden; they would 
be delicious indeed. The people here are 
very depraved; theft, lying, swearing, 
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drunkenness, and adultery, to a most 
frightful and enormous extent, prevail : 
and (let England blush to hear it!) the 
whites, professed Christians, those who 
look upon the blacks as heathens, have 
been the abettors of it, have been first in 
the horrid sin. A few years ago this was 
scarcely deemed a crime ; but our Mis- 
sionaries have, through the grace of God, 
been enabled to make so steady, deter- 
mined, and unflinching a stand against it, 
have spoken so openly, so firmly, in pub- 
lie and private, that many who delighted 
to boast of the number of their black 
ladies and children, now seek to hide 
their sin in secresy, and the blacks are 
now, many of them, getting married. I 
have frequently heard, since T have been 
here, that before Mr. Burton came, peo- 
ple thought nothing, from high to low, 
about marriage ; but now all classes do: 
morality is good, and if we effect no 
greater benefit than this, for our fellow- 
creatures, *tis one becoming the sacred 
cause in which we are engaged ; but this 
is not the case ; the blessing of God has, 
in a most eminent manner, rested upon 
the preaching of the Gospel here; in 
little more than four years a church has 
been formed, amounting to more than 
450 members. God has a people here, 
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and has sen and called them out of dark- 
ness into the light of the Gospel. Our 
labours are great, but you cannot imagine 
the pleasure I feel in working for the 
Lord here. O what preaching seasons 
have I had! How happy have I felt 
pointing these sinners to the Lamb of 
God! Could I but have left my wicked 
heart in England, I might here be happy ! 
but no, I have it still with me, and oft it 
causes me to mourn, I thank you for 
your kind offer, that of sending a box to 
us 3 we wish for no trinkets, the children 
here have proud hearts, and these things 
make them more so; but if any kind 
ladies would make a few common babies’ 
check frocks, and a few plain caps, they 
would be valuable indeed; the poor 
things are half naked, and very poor. 
My dear wife desires to be most affec- 
tionately remembered ; she is quite well 
now, and so is baby, though much wasted, 
on account of the hot weather, and want 
of exercise, which she cannot take here. I 
assure you I hold her with a loose hand. 
Children from England die very fast here, 
so I hardly dare hope she will ever see 
England again, should we be permitted to 
do so; the thought does not distress me. 
I love her dearly, but hope should be able 
to say, ‘‘ Not my will, but thine be done.” 


os LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


EAST INDIES. 

Rev. George Pearce, Calcutta, April 27 ; W. H. Pearce, June 9,12; Mr. T. L. 
Harjette, June 15; Rev. John Lawrence, Digah, May 29; Rev. E. Daniel, Co- 
lombo, July 14; Rev. B. Clough, Do. July 14, 

WEST INDIES. 

Rey. John Kingdon, Manchioneal, September 8; W. Whitehorne, Mount Charles, 
Sep.1; T. F. Abbott, Lucea, Aug. 25, Oct. 6, 13,31; J. Coultart, St. Ann’s, Sep. 
14, Oct.17, 28; J. Clark, St. Ann’s, Sep. 8, Oct. 14; J. Hutchins, Savanna la Mar, 
Aug. 25, Oct, 13; J. Clarke, Jericho, Sep. 12, Nov. 5; F. Gardner, Kingston, 
Sep. 12; T. Burchell, Montego Bay, Aug. 28, Sep. 1, 22, 25, Oct. 13, 19, 20, 21, 
27 ; W. Dendy, Salter’s Hill, Sep. 21, Oct. 6; W. Knibb, Falmouth, Sep. 22, 
Oct. 1, 19; H. C. Taylor, Old Harbour, Sep. 24, Oct. 13; E. Baylis, Sep. 20; 
J. M. Phillippo, Spanish Town, Oct. 30. . 

Joseph Burton, Nassau, Sep. 5, Oct. 10, Nov. 14; E. F. Quant, Do. Sep. 26, 
Nov. 14; J. Bourn, Do, Nov. 13; A. Henderson, Belize, Sep. 4, Oct. 3. 


Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from 
January 20, to February 20, 1836, not including individual subscrip- 
tions. 


Diss, Penny Subscriptions, by Rev. T. Twickenham, collected by Mrs.'Litchfield 1 6 0 


DMisdGleditel otc inc sierce cee iciccie sede wisvale 5 6 Stepney, collected by Miss Davis,...... a 218 
Harpole, Prayer-meeting, by Rev. W. Loughton, Missionary Association, by 

Grave soe hic: Pa miacsb caus uF 110 0 Rey. S. Brawn....5.-......0..-> pon ih ee TS 
Rawden, moiety of collection, by Rev. Kettering, independent Congregation, 

Se ELDON caterers vosicis tances ap lease suc ose 15; 10. Rey. T. Toller,,....-...... CE OEAG DO 0 0 
Earls Colne, collection and subscriptions, Lincoln, collection and subscriptions, by 

by Rey. T. D, Reynolds...,...+..+0++ 13 16 3 Rey. Jo Craps. .c..cossecceeveererores 22 0 0 
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Leigh ton Buzzard, collection and sub- Come nehy Gare Vere dia Nome 53 18 6 
scriptions, by Rev. E, Adey ......... 20 11 5 Coppice.. pata wth o DIOR 
Chelsea, collected by Master Chambers,. 0 16 0 CORNY... ati oss oe oieoaiete ns 45 2 
North Wales, part of collections in se- Cradley CO ae acs aee 300 
veral churches, by Rev. B. Price and DMG ere go de cas 0 oo wip a 
Wry, Jenkins, as denies ta F bie Bhs case 17 10 O Kidderminster,.,........ s 8 thes 
Huntingdonshire Society in Aid of Mis- Netherton... .....- DL B.99 
sions, by Mr. Paul, on account....... 70 0 0 Providence Chapel. Pa ek a 
Colchester, subscriptions, by Mr. Walter 15 7 © | SRGSIEW est testten eee MO Oe 
vs ee Tewkesbury......:.:..--- 41 4 6 
Birmingham Auxiliary, by Owen John- Willenhall, «9,16 dxasv<dao ped C400 
son, Hsq., Treasurer :— Wolvyerhampton.........- 210 0 
Birmingham, subscriptions Worcester, Pershore, ‘and 
and collectiuns...... $0741 6 4 Upton 7565.7. aee ee 56 4 6 
Cannon-street....... bc ag OR 790 
Bond-street,..... 6.4... 589 10 6 
WSIBLON ce cantare cere, nis 3 Previously acknowledged, 
Britgaorth. 0.6.0. nee Expenses, &c.. ....... 17410 5 
Bromsgrove. ..... s.ee00ss - 4l5 
Bretel-Jane..,. 
DONATIONS. 
Nathaniel Robarts, Hsq., Barnet.......... Wasterdet csi ae Henn tctcntean dete a, 500 0 
Female Education Society, by Miss Adam, Secretary, for Female Schools at Caleulfa 25 0 0 
Committee of the Youth’s Magazine, by W. B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer............ 20 0 0 
Chelmsford, Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society, fur Rev. J. M. Phillippo’s School........ 10 0 0 
James Saunders, Esq., Annan......... faa my oes aia fei teat Sugaaua aa nee Seemed: aan Dekel 10 10 0 
Gis Bixsciueias hati no | eer vge se Rageuar teenage s/sps Wave ata ae eth eee Tiraliie, cate stain aleve: scien pO ai 
Mr. ‘Thomas: Gibb, Sanguhace Vi. mse aparets ds, aloe aii aes ee tee eee 0 Fg 
The Honourable Baron Gurney..,., 45a ates stale, ¥.0/etaritale. ogee Sinays ox hek cig lan, oO CeD aimee 10 0 0 
Mrs. Hill, Thazried....... ei ecciete ota ee Esai as Bain eile POE te oe en ee pers et 
LEGACIBS, 


Mr. James Lake, late of Broadmayne, Dorset, by Joseph Blower, Esq., Trustee..... 132 0 0 
Samuel Robinson, Esq., late of Clapton, by John Moginie, Esq., Execntor........... 50 0 0 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Measures, from Lincolnshire, who called at Fen Court, about a year ago, to 
request Mr, Dyer to make certain inquiries in Calcutta, may now learn the result, 
on gaa Tt is expected, of course, that any letter on the subject will be 
post paid. 


Packages for Jamaica have been received from .R. D. Alexander, Esq., and 
Friends, Ipswich ; Rev. P. Saffery, Salisbury ; and Miss Harwood, Birmingham ; 
all of which, it is expected, will be taken out by the Missionary about to embark 
for Montego Bay. ; 


The thanks of the Committee are returned to Mrs. Bousfield, St. Mary Axe, and 
to Mr. Benjamin Young, of Hatfield, for various yolumes of Baptist and Evan- 
gelical Magazines, 


“T shall feel obliged by your noticing in the Herald, on behalf of myself and 
brother Burchell, the receipt of a goodly number of school-books, from Bristol, and 
returning our sincere thanks to the kind donors.” W. Kniss, Nov. 10, 


J. HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY. 


